Surrey City Council

Public Hearing & Council Meeting

March 8, 2010

In attendance were: Mayor Fennewald, Council member Volk, Council member Klein, Council member Sasse, Council member Nelsen, Council member Johnson, and Council member Larsen. Also in attendance were Auditor Vaagen, PWS Peterson, Chief Seideman, and Deputy Auditor McNamara.
Mayor Fennewald called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

Mayor Fennewald opened the Public meeting regarding Mr. Kraus variance request to split his property into two lots. Discussion ensued.

Sasse/Larsen made a motion to approve the variance provided that First District Health can find a system that will work for both properties. Roll Call: Sasse-aye, Larsen-aye; Nelsen-aye; Johnson-aye; Klein-aye; and Volk-aye.

Volk/Klein made a motion to close the public hearing. All aye.

Larsen left room

 Mayor Fennewald read the consent agenda: February 8 minutes, Payroll in the amount of $13,665.36, Bills to be paid in the amount of $18,644.56, Mayor’s Employee hours report, Auditor’s Report, Public Works Report, Police Report, and the Municipal Court Report. A motion was made by Johnson/Nelsen to approve the consent agenda. Roll Call: Johnson-aye; Nelsen-aye; Klein-aye; Sasse-aye; and Volk-aye. 

Laura Forbes from the Ward County Sheriff’s Office addressed Council regarding if they had any concerns that she could help with. She discussed the issue from last fall regarding the speeding on 104th Street.  

Under Unfinished Business: 

PW Peterson described how the WARN agreement work now that we are members. He detailed how we receive assistance and how the whole process works.
Larsen re-enters the room.

Auditor Vaagen presented Council with new information regarding the Home Rule Charter Commission including the terms of the members. Discussion ensued on the Home Rule Charter and its benefits. Council concurred to post notices and put an announcement on the water bill asking for volunteers for the Commission. Councilman Larsen instructed Auditor Vaagen to construct a timeline for framing of the charter.
Auditor Vaagen presented the changes that the Personnel Committee made to the Personnel Policy for their approval. Sasse/Nelsen made a motion to approve the changes. Roll Call: Sasse-aye; Nelsen-aye;  Johnson-aye; Larsen-aye; Volk-aye; and Klein-aye.
Auditor Vaagen presented a Local Permit Application for a raffle from the Surrey Blue Sox. Nelsen/Johnson made a motion to approve the application. Roll Call: Nelsen-aye; Johnson-aye; Klein-aye; Sasse-aye; Volk-aye; and Larsen-aye.

Auditor Vaagen brought up the City Hall ceiling and the insurance claim that has been submitted. Discussion ensued on the issue.
Auditor Vaagen sought Council’s opinion on allowing Direct Deposit of employee’s paychecks at a cost of $180/yr. Discussion ensued. Volk/ Larsen made a motion to allow Direct Deposit. Roll Call: Volk-aye; Larsen-aye; Klein-nay; Nelsen-nay; Johnson-aye; Sasse-nay; Fennewald- motion carries.
Klein asked Auditor Vaagen if he found out more about the city participation in the flood insurance program. Auditor Vaagen explained that he has been walking through the process backwards on the FEMA website to find the form that is required to be filled out. 
Resident Hjelden asked if the pumps are ready to go in case residents have standing water. Discussion ensued. Council concurred that the pumps would be used for 4 hour periods and from 4pm to 8am the following morning. They also concurred that residents will have to bring pumps back after the time is up even if no one is waiting to use them. Additional terms that the Council laid out include that the pumps will leave full of gas and will return full of gas, if residents don’t bring the pump back when they are suppose to they will not be allowed to use them again, and the pumps are not available on the weekends.

Engineer’s Report: 
Jason Strand from Ackerman-Estvold asked Council if they wanted to tait on filing the SRF paperwork until next year, as the annexation could affect the funding.

Strand also brought up Eric’s First Addition and the call he received from Auditor Vaagen regarding lift station capacity. Discussion Ensued.

Sasse/Larsen made a motion to increase the connection fees to $2000 for any new water and sewer connection; putting any funds over the cost into a Lift Station Fund. This would be a first reading to change Ordinance 9.0109. 

Public Works:

 PWS Peterson discussed his training in February and the different options to fix gate valves.
PWS Peterson also discussed a residents request to remove the rings from the manhole in his backyard. Discussion ensued and Council concurred the rings must remain.

Council requested that a reminder go on the water bill for residents reminding them that the sump pumps can’t run into the sewer system as this could cause some basements to back up.

PWS Peterson discussed using Precision Plus’s backhoe to clean the culverts. Discussion ensued. Council concurred that if PWS Peterson thinks it is necessary that he should clean the culverts. 
Police:

Chief Seideman wanted Council’s opinion on turning 2nd St. NE into a no thru trucks route, with the exception of service trucks. Discussion ensued on the issue. Council concurred that no action will be taken.
Motion to adjourn Larsen at 9:05 pm
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