Surrey City Council

Annexation Public Hearing & Council Meeting

January 11,2010





Annexation Public Hearing

Mayor Fennewald called the public hearing to order at 7:05 pm. Present were: Mayor Fennewald, Council Members: Nelsen, Volk, Larsen and Johnson. Also present were City Auditor Vaagen, Chief Seideman, Public Works Director Peterson, Public Works Employee Mehrer, and Police Officer Schneider. 

The public hearing was held to determine the sufficiency of protest. Auditor Vaagen presented council with the protests that he has received. Auditor Vaagen indicated that he has worked with Burlington Northern to get them in agreement with the Annexation. Blaine Burckhard a landowner in the area presented questions for the council.  He asked council what utilities would be headed that direction. Discussion ensued on these questions. 

Motion was made by Larsen/Volk to close the public meeting. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Volk-aye; Nelsen-aye; and Johnson-aye. 





Council Meeting

Mayor Fennewald called the meeting to order at 7:15 pm.

Mayor Fennewald read the consent agenda: December 7, 2009 minutes, Payroll in the amount of $19,846.60, Bills to be paid in the amount of $20,919.39, Mayor’s Employee hours report, Auditor’s Report, Public Works Report, Police Report, and the Municipal Court Report. A motion was made by Volk/Nelsen to approve the consent agenda. Roll Call: Volk-aye; Larsen-aye; Nelsen-aye; and Johnson-aye. 

Under Unfinished Business:

Discussion ensued on the WARN agreement. A motion was made by Larsen/Nelsen to approve the agreement unless Deb has a problem with it. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Nelsen-aye; Johnson-aye; and Volk-aye.

Discussion on the changes of Manufactured Homes ordinance to include the Modular Homes ensued. Auditor Vaagen disclosed the research he has done on Modular Homes. The ordinance change died for a lack of motion for the second reading.

Discussion ensued on the request by the owner of the Bottom’s Up Bar to allow the bars to stay open until 2 a.m. Council asked the owners of the Big Dog Saloon their opinion regarding the 2 a.m. closing; Big Dog Saloon indicated that they had no interest in being open until 2 am if council changed the ordinance. Auditor Vaagen disclosed the results of his research and stated that there are communities with the 2 am closing. The communities that Auditor Vaagen spoke with stated that it was difficult to implement. Once implemented it seems to be going well. A citizen asked that it be put on the June ballot. Discussion ensued on that option. Discussion ensued on the process for Bottom’s Up Bar’s request. Mayor Fennewald stated that this would require two readings. Mr. Brobst stated that it could be completed tonight. Auditor Vaagen stated that he didn’t believe it would be an ordinance change as it would be a trial period. Motion made by Nelsen/Larsen to allow a 3-month trial ending March 31. Roll Call: Nelsen-aye; Larsen-aye; Johnson-nay; and Volk aye. 

Under Monthly Business: 

Discussion ensued on the proposed annexation. Auditor Vaagen disclosed that Mr. Walters protested; Burlington Northern protested but Auditor Vaagen was able to get an agreement drawn up so they no longer protest it. Auditor Vaagen discussed that there is some confusion on the interpretation of Century Code. This was tabled until next month.

Auditor Vaagen asked council to allow him a minute so he could get them a map for their review. Mr. Miller is not able to attend tonight as his wife is in the hospital. Discussion ensued regarding the street (road) going to Ken Miller’s house. This was tabled until next meeting.

Auditor Vaagen presented Council with a draft of the brochure for approval. 

Discussion ensued regarding the city brochure. A motion by Larsen/Nelsen was made to have brochures printed up spending up to $1500. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Nelsen-aye; Johnson-aye; and Volk-aye.

Auditor Vaagen discussed the state looking at the feasibility of filing for snow assistance. Auditor Vaagen disclosed that he completed the paperwork and sent it to County Emergency Manager. Discussion ensued regarding the issue. A motion was made by Larsen/Nelsen to give Mayor Fennewald the authority to sign a declaration if one is declared. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Nelsen-aye; Johnson-aye; and Volk-aye.

Auditor Vaagen discussed council needing to choose a depository institution. A motion was made by Johnson/ Larsen to remain with First Western. Roll Call: Johnson-aye; Larsen-aye; Volk-aye; and Nelsen-aye.

Auditor Vaagen discussed election coming up. Auditor Vaagen gave council members that are up for re-election the paperwork for filing. Discussion ensued on this.

Council discussed the Council Calendar and made changes to the calendar. 

Auditor Vaagen brought the subject of the habitually delinquent accounts to council’s attention. He is requesting that there be a sliding scale applied to reconnect fee. That scale being $50 for the first two times, third and fourth time the fee increases to $100, fifth and six time to $150, and seventh and above to $200. A motion was made by Larsen/Volk to approve the proposed schedule. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Volk-aye; Johnson-aye; and Nelsen-aye.

The City Engineer presented the formal cost projections for District 28. The cost for reshaping the roads and applying a 2” inch lift are $28,000. Discussion ensued on the issue and how much the costs compare to the paving projects. A motion was made by Larsen/Nelsen to approve the cost projections. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Nelsen-aye; Johnson-aye; and Volk-aye. 

Public Works Superintendent Peterson updated the council regarding the cistern flow valve being rebuilt, the sensaphone being here but not being able to install until spring, and the heater being replace as a result of the old one going out.

Peterson talked about the shop heater having the heat exchanger being cracked. Peterson stated that the heaters out of the north building were used to replace the shop heater and a smaller one being put in the north garage.

Peterson stated that the tractor is having a difficult time moving the snow and the repairs are starting to get expensive. The tractor needs to have the bucket repaired and the hydrostatic pumps are starting to make noise. Peterson presented the council with options for the purchase of alternate snow equipment. Peterson presented council with a bid for a John Deere 444J loader. The cost of the loader would be $29,200 with the tractor as a trade in.  Discussion ensued on the ability to purchase the loader. A motion was made by Nelsen/Larsen to purchase the tractor. Roll Call: Nelsen-aye; Larsen-aye; Johnson-aye; and Volk-aye.

A motion was made by Nelsen/ Larsen to use the remainder of the one time state highway disbursement and finance the remainder from the City of Surrey of funds. Roll Call: Nelsen-aye; Larsen-aye; Johnson-aye; and Volk-aye.

Peterson discussed the safety of the 97 Dodge pickup with Council. Peterson stated that he had an assessment done on the pickup and was told by Napa that the Dodge shouldn’t be on the road. Council concurred that Peterson should fix the pickup.

Peterson indicated that he had spoken with Councilman Larsen about scraping the streets. A citizen who works at RDO indicated that he would see if we could demo a grader for scraping the streets. 

Chief Seideman presented council with a request to attend a meeting in Bismarck February 23rd and 24th in Bismarck. A motion was made by Volk/Larsen to approve the request. Roll Call: Volk-aye; Larsen-aye; Nelsen-aye; and Johnson-aye.

Chief Seideman also requested being able to apply for a grant for a new radar detector. A motion was made by Johnson/Nelsen to allow Chief Seideman to apply for the grant. Roll Call: Johnson-aye; Nelsen-aye; Volk-aye; and Larsen-aye.

A motion to adjourn was made by Volk at 9:56 pm.
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