Surrey City Council

Council Meeting 
August 8, 2011
7:00 pm

In attendance were:
Mayor Fennewald, Council members: Johnson, Sasse, Klein, Nelsen, Larsen, and Storkson. Also in attendance PW Director Peterson, Chief of Police Seideman, Auditor Vaagen, and Nathan from Ackerman Estvold.

Mayor Fennewald called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

Mayor Fennewald read the consent agenda and additions: July 11 minutes, July 18 Special Meeting for Interviews and July 27 Special Meeting minutes, Payroll in the amount of $19190.31, Bills to be paid in the amount of $, Mayor’s Employee hours report, Auditor’s Report, Public Works Report, Police Report, and the Municipal Court Report. A motion was made by Nelsen/Larsen to approve the consent agenda. Roll Call: Nelsen-aye; Larsen-aye ; Sasse-aye; Klein-aye; Storkson-aye; and Johnson-aye.  

Unfinished Business:

Discussion ensued on the possible revision of the Dog noise ordinance.  Sasse/ Storkson made a motion to pass the 1st reading of the revised ordinance with the addition of the word or. Roll Call: Sasse-aye; Storkson-aye; Klein-aye; Johnson-aye; Nelsen-aye; and Larsen-aye.
Discussion ensued regarding the possibility of a city sales tax and what percentage should be dedicated to what. Larsen/Nelsen made a motion to propose a 2% sales tax with it being dedicated to infrastructure and capital improvements. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Nelsen-aye; Sasse-aye; Klein-aye; Storkson-aye; and Johnson-aye. 

Monthly business: 

Discussion ensued regarding the approval if the final plat submitted by Stan Thompson.
Sasse/Storkson made a motion to approve plat and variance request by Stan Thompson. Roll Call: Sasse-aye; Storkson-aye; Johnson-aye; Klein-aye; Nelsen-aye; and Larsen-aye. 

Discussion ensued regarding the zone change request by Aaron Strandberg. Larsen/Klein made a motion to approve the first reading of the zone change request. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Klein-aye; Sasse-aye; Nelsen-aye; Storkson-aye; and Johnson-aye.
Discussion ensued regarding the zone change requested by Darcy Myers. Larsen/Storkson made a motion to approve the first reading of the zone change. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Storkson-aye; Nelsen-aye; Sasse-aye; Klein-aye; and Johnson-aye.

Discussion ensued regarding the preliminary plat submitted by Aaron Strandberg. Larsen/Klein made a motion to approve the preliminary plat. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Klein-aye; Sasse-aye; Nelsen-aye; Johnson-aye; and Storkson-aye.

Discussion ensued regarding the preliminary plat submitted by Blaine Klein. Councilman Klein asked if the Mayor would like him to step away from the Council table. Mayor Fennewald stated he could take a seat in the audience or go outside whichever he would prefer. 
Mayor Fennewald recognized Jeff Holien. Mr. Holien read a statement of concerns which included snow maintenance, affect on the road due to heavier traffic, security for the proposed storage unit and Council members with a vested interest recusing themselves from voting or comment.
Michelle Holien was recognized and commented on her concern with the width of the road at that point and the road being the last to be maintained by the township. Michelle also stated that they have put hundreds of dollars toward gravel on that road. She also stated that there were concerns regarding how the process has been handle regarding the zone change and plat. Darwin Klein asked where the Holien's live.

Councilman Sasse stated that Joe Wald had called him and Mayor Fennewald. He then asked Mayor Fennewald if he wanted to go into what he stated. Mayor Fennewald stated he has concerns with snow, possibility of increased theft, increased traffic, people coming and going to the storage building at all times of the day and night. 
Mayor Fennewald asked if the Council needs approval from the township. Auditor Vaagen stated that it his understanding that the Council does not need the townships approval.

Rod Hjelden asked so what the Council is saying is that the land could not be developed for any purpose in the future?

Mayor Fennewald clarified that at this time they are not saying anything. The current question is  whether a commercial storage unit would be allowed there.

Councilman Larsen wanted to clear up one statement. You stated we are not going to allow, these statements that have been read are protests against it not the City Council's. Steve was only reporting what the individual had called him had stated. The Council may decide no, but the statements that were read and reported are from people that are protesting against it.  

Blaine Klein asked that Auditor Vaagen explain how that was switched from one side to the other. Auditor Vaagen stated that what happened is Mr. Klein did not have his plat for the Planning and Zoning meeting he explained where it was going to go. The plat came in it was the other location. As the plat was on the same property I didn't kick it back to Planning and Zoning as it was a first read of a preliminary plat. Klein asked if we should right? Auditor Vaagen stated yes. Mayor Fennewald stated when Auditor Vaagen asked him about it he kicked it back to Planning and Zoning. He then came to the meeting to voice his opinion against it and has learned a lot in the last ten days.

Garth Klein stated that listening to the couple he understands what they are going through. As far as he is concerned these are just growing pains. He is on the township board in Newport Township. There are several township roads that do not get maintained due to amount of roads covered and the winters have changed. As far as removing snow, we get calls from neighbors to come and remove snow. Now these same neighbors rent land to other neighbors. Why not call the landlord that you rented you land to; to remove snow instead of calling the neighbor down the road that you didn't give the chance to rent the land. You have to fend for yourself when you live in the country. 
Discussion ensued regarding the setback of the building.

Mayor Fennewald stated that his concern is he doesn’t believe storage units should be placed all over the place. 
Councilman Sasse asked if Minot requires storage units to go into a specific zoning area. Larsen stated that that they do require them in a commercial area.

Mrs. Bender addressed the Council about if Mr. Klein put up a fence then it would be allowed. Councilman Sasse stated that he believes it may make people in the area feel more comfortable. 
 Mr David Petri addressed the Council regarding the road safety and security as well as aesthetics of the area. He stated that he is totally against this.
Mr. Hjelden stated from Planning & Zoning addressed that Mr. Tollefson’s units have no security and there have been no incidents.

Discussion ensued regarding options were discussed by Council.

Discussion ensued regarding police presence if the storage units are allowed.

Blaine addressed concerns from Joe Wald.
Discussion ensued regarding who all can offer input on this. 

Kim Shaw addressed Council regarding how the Planning and Zoning define where things go. 

Discussion ensued regarding the area being considered for residential versus commercial base on questions from the public.

Mayor Fennewald asked for a motion.

Larsen/ Sasse made a motion to approve the zone change. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Sasse qualified his vote stating that he believes Blaine has addressed all the concerns that have come up. He would like to see a fence go up around it, –aye. Johnson-nay; Storkson-nay; and Nelsen-nay.

Mayor Fennewald stated the next item on the agenda is complaints received by Councilman Klein. At this time I will recuse myself and turn the meeting over to Councilman Sasse as some of the complaints have to do with myself. 

Blaine disclosed that he received complaints from Larry Scheelor; he wasn’t able to be here tonight but got called out of town and is going to drop off a letter with the Auditor. Mrs. Bender had complained about the dandelions in front of the duplex the Mayor owns, and last year I received two complaints about the woodpile behind the duplex and I know Chief Seideman had one from the neighbors behind it. And it was handled under the table and the wood pile was never cleaned up until this spring.
Council President Sasse asked if we have an ordinance against wood piles. Councilman Klein stated we have an ordinance against junk. There were concerns about rodents. 

Councilman Larsen asked if we have a complaint form. Auditor Vaagen stated we do. 

Council President Sasse asked about who contacted whom with the weeds in front of the duplex. Mrs. Bender stated that Blaine contacted her regarding the weeds. Councilman Klein stated no you contacted me.

Discussion ensued regarding the weeds in front of the duplex. Two residents got into a heated argument and Council President had Chief Seideman separate the parties.  

Council President Sasse asked Mr. Fennewald about the wood pile. Mr. Fennewald stated that his tenant used to burn the wood to heat the apartment, but when she was evicted the wood burning stove and wood pile were removed.
Councilman Storkson asked why we are discussing the wood pile when it was taken care.

Councilman Larsen addressed Chief Seideman about how complaints are handled through him. Chief Seideman stated that a complaint is brought to him he warns the individual and if the complaint is not resolved they are cited and made to appear in Municipal Court.
Discussion ensued regarding the complaint regarding the fence in front of the Fennewald home.

Councilman Larsen/Nelsen made a motion that the complaint forms have to be completed before a complaint comes to Council. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Nelsen-aye; Johnson-aye; Klein-nay; and Storkson-aye.
Council President Sasse turned the meeting back over to Mayor Fennewald.

Mayor Fennewald apologized for arguing with Mrs. Bender.
Mayor Fennewald read the next item on the agenda is a complaint by Darwin Klein regarding pumping of water.  Mr. Klein asked that Chief Seideman explain about him complaining regarding the water pumping. Discussion ensued. 

Councilman Larsen addressed the public and people needing to respect each other and not yelling at each other. He stated that he is going to speak for the Council and give each other respect along with Council respecting the public. If people insist on continuing he will give his resignation tonight.

Discussion ensued further.

Auditor Vaagen was instructed to check with the County Water Board to see if they can help with the water issues. 
Mayor Fennewald stated the next item for discussion is the interview process for hiring employees. Discussion ensued. 
Larsen/Nelsen made a motion to have part time and seasonal employees are interviewed by two Council members and the department head. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Nelsen-aye; Sasse-aye; Klein-aye; Storkson-aye; and Johnson aye.

Mayor Fennewald disclosed that at budget time he will be requesting that we hire three more full time employees one in each department.

Auditor Vaagen stated that the Municipal Court Judges have requested to have a clerk present on court nights. Discussion ensued.

Larsen/ Storkson made a motion to have the hours of the Deputy Auditor hours to increase for court nights for the hours needed. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Storkson-aye; Johnson-aye; Klein-aye; Sasse-aye; and Nelsen-aye.
Auditor Vaagen reminded the Council of the budget meeting on August 15, 2011 at 7:00 pm.

Auditor Vaagen requested that he and the Deputy Auditor be allowed to attend the NDLC Annual Conference.

Larsen/Klein made a motion to allow the Auditor and Deputy to attend the conference. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Klein-aye; Nelsen-auditor Vaagen requested that he and the Deputy Auditor be allowed to attend the NDLC Annual Conference.

Larsen/Klein made a motion to allow the Auditor and Deputy to attend the conference. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Klein-aye; Nelsen-aye; Storkson-aye; Johnson-aye; and Sasse-aye.
Auditor Vaagen updated Council regarding the road damage situation North of the City Hall and what progress has been made to get it paid for.

Auditor Vaagen addressed the revision of the 2 year tax exemption and the recommendation to remove it for the homes built within the TIF area. Discussion ensued.
Johnson/Nelsen made a motion to amend the tax exemption resolution removing it from the area that will be included in the TIF District. Roll Call: Johnson-aye; Nelsen-aye; Larsen-aye; Sasse-aye; Klein-aye and Storkson-aye. 

Auditor Vaagen disclosed that he had a complaint regarding parking on 1st Ave SW. He stated the complaint was included in the Council packet. Discussion regarding the issue ensued.

Larsen/Storkson made a motion if the issue persists to put no parking signs up on one side of the street. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Storkson-aye; Klein aye; Sasse-a Klein aye; Sasse-aye; Nelsen-aye; and Johnson-aye.
Nathan Chilson from Ackerman-Estvold addressed the Council regarding Ackerman-Estvold recommending that a comprehensive plan be performed for the City of Surrey. Discussion ensued. Larsen recommended that Auditor Vaagen and/or the engineer put together a grant application for assistance developing a comprehensive plan for the City. Discussion ensued further.
Larsen/Johnson made a motion to authorize Ackerman-Estvold to complete a water and sewer study as it is an essential piece of the project that the City is developing. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Johnson-aye; Storkson-aye; Klein-aye; Sasse-ay; and Nelsen-aye.
Chilson stated the Paving District first phase is complete. The remaining work is the hydro-seeding and the chip seal and seal coat that will be done next year.
Discussion ensued regarding safe-routes to school and the bidding of the project in the spring.

PW Director Peterson addressed the Council regarding recent water infrastructure issues. Discussion ensued on the water infrastructure.

Mayor Fennewald asked for a recommendation from PW Peterson to help with the issue of isolation. 
PW Peterson made a recommendation the city replace some gate valves to be able to isolate. Discussion further ensued. Larsen asked that Peterson review the maps and come up with a plan on where to replace and give to the city engineer.

PW Peterson stated that he would like Council to start thinking about the other Public Works position becoming full time as the department can’t keep up. Discussion ensued.
 Storkson/Larsen made a motion to hire the PW employee as a full time employee. Roll Call: Storkson-aye; Larsen-aye; Johnson-aye; Klein-aye; Sasse-aye; and Nelsen-aye.
Auditor Vaagen was instructed to put an ad in the newspaper for the position.

PW Peterson brought up the asphalt damage on 4th St. NE. He disclosed that FEMA denied its qualification. Discussion on repairing the damage ensued.

Sasse/Larsen made a motion to repair 4th St. NE. Roll Call: Sasse-aye; Larsen-aye; Nelsen-aye; Klein-aye; Storkson-aye; and Johnson-aye.

PW Peterson disclosed that he was able to purchase a water pump for $4400 rather than the $4500 authorized to spend.

PW Peterson stated that he was able to use excess asphalt from street work to patch spots on 2nd St NE and 111th where there were potholes.

Chief Seideman addressed Council regarding extra part-time hours. Discussion ensued regarding this.

Larsen asked about the TIF District. Discussion ensued on TIF District and options for snow removal in the development area. 

Mayor Fennewald asked what else is needed to move ahead. Auditor Vaagen stated that what is needed is final costs on what is needed and a decision on what portion to of Aaron’s to include. Council concurred that they would continue by accepting the developers street costs to be included for the TIF District.
Auditor Vaagen disclosed that the grant for the NE lift station was turned down and the applicants that were not awarded were invited to reapply in 2012.

Chief Seideman addressed Council regarding the possibility to purchase a second weapon and have payments taken from his check until paid for. Discussion ensued. 

Motion to adjourn by Sasse/Larsen.
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