Surrey City Council

Council Meeting 
September 12, 2011
7:00 pm

In attendance were:
Mayor Fennewald, Council members: Johnson, Storkson, Klein and Larsen, and Storkson. Also in attendance PW Director Peterson, Chief of Police Seideman, Auditor Vaagen, Attorney Hoffarth and Sean Weeks from Ackerman Estvold.

Mayor Fennewald called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

Mayor Fennewald read the consent agenda and additions: August 8 Meeting, August 15 Budget Meeting minutes, Payroll in the amount of $20754.64, Bills to be paid in the amount of $34310.34, Mayor’s Employee hours report, Auditor’s Report, Public Works Report, Police Report, and the Municipal Court Report. A motion was made by Larsen/Storkson to approve the consent agenda. Roll Call: Larsen-aye ; ; Storkson-aye; Klein-aye and Johnson-aye.  

Executive Session: 

Mayor Fennewald read the next item on the agenda is Potential Litigation from Road Damages.  This item must be discussed in an executive session. The legal authority for closing this portion of the meeting is North Dakota Century Code section(s) 44-04-19.1. Subsections 2 & 5.  The topic of this executive session is Potential Litigation from Road Damages.

At this time, a motion would be in order to discuss the next topic in executive session rather than in an open meeting. Is there such a motion?

Larsen made the motion. Klein seconded the motion. Any discussion on the motion? Mayor Fennewald stated as there is no discussion I’ll call the roll. Larsen-aye, Klein-aye, Storkson-aye, and Johnson-aye. Motion carried.

The executive session will be recorded and all members of the governing body are reminded to limit their discussion during the executive session to the announced topic. Any collective decision, collective commitment, or other final action by the governing body must occur after it reconvenes in an open meeting, unless final action is specifically required by law to be taken during the executive session.  The prohibition on taking final action during the executive session does not apply to providing guidance or instructions to our attorney 

We will now ask the members of the public who are attending the meeting to leave the room. Immediately after adjourning the executive session, we will reconvene the open portion of the meeting.

The minutes will show that the executive session began at 7:02 PM and was attended by Mayor Fennewald, Councilman Johnson, Larsen, Storkson, and Klein along with Auditor Vaagen recording the proceeding and Attorney Hoffarth.
Larsen/Storkson made a motion to close the executive session at 7:19 pm. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Storkson-aye; Klein-aye; and Johnson-aye.

Unfinished Business:

Discussion ensued regarding the MIDA bonds resolution for the Dakota Boys and Girls Ranch.
Larsen/Johnson made a motion to approve the Bond resolution. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Johnson-aye; Klein-aye; and Storkson-aye.
Discussion ensued regarding the 2nd reading of the revision to the dog noise ordinance. Larsen/Johnson made a motion to approve the second reading of the dog noise ordinance. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Johnson-aye; Klein-aye; Storkson-aye; and Johnson-aye. 

Auditor Vaagen presented Council with some of the benefit information that can be presented to residents at a meeting to get them information regarding implementation of a city sales tax. Discussion ensued.
Larsen/Johnson made a motion to set a special election on the issue for January 17th. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Johnson-aye; Klein-aye; and Storkson-aye.

Discussion ensued regarding the final plat for Prairie Meadows submitted by Jett Enterprises.

Larsen/Johnson made a motion to approve the final plat. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Johnson-aye; Klein-aye; and Storkson-aye.

Monthly business: 

Jessica from the Bottom’s Up addressed the Council regarding having an outdoor dance on September 24th. Discussion ensued. Council concurred they have no issue with an outdoor dance at the Bottom’s Up.
Mayor Fennewald addressed the Council regarding the independent water/sewer study. Mayor Fennewald also stated that he made some phone calls regarding AE2S and isn’t comfortable with what he has discovered. Mayor Fennewald also introduced Sean Weeks as the new representative from Ackerman-Estvold. Sean Weeks addressed the Council regarding a comprehensive plan. Discussion ensued regarding the independent water/sewer study.

Storkson/Klein made a motion to table the study until a scope of work and cost estimate is received. Roll Call: Storkson-aye; Klein-aye; Johnson-aye; and Larsen-aye. 
Discussion ensued on what a comprehensive plan includes. Mr. Weeks stated he will present the Council a proposal at the next meeting.

Auditor Vaagen disclosed that he has a follow up appointment for his shoulder on September 26th.

Auditor Vaagen disclosed that the city was invited to participate in the planning process for the ND Association on Oil and Gas producing Counties. Discussion ensued. Council concurred they would like to read the letter before making a decision regarding this. Auditor Vaagen was instructed to copy the letter and get it to the Council members for review.

Discussion ensued on the potential annexation south of town.
PW Peterson addressed the Council on pumping 3rd Ave NW. Discussion ensued.

Peterson addressed Council regarding pumping the tree/branch dump. Discussion ensued.

Peterson addressed the Council regarding attending training in Bismarck October 11-13. Discussion ensued.  Larsen/ Klein made a motion to have Peterson attend the training. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Klein-aye; Storkson-aye; and Johnson-aye.
Peterson addressed the Council regarding waiting until spring to patch the road on 2nd St. SE. He disclosed that it would allow the roadway to settle for a better patch. Discussion ensued. Council concurred to wait.
Peterson addressed the Council regarding whether they would like him to be watching the upcoming state auctions for a new snow truck. Discussion ensued. Council concurred to wait until after the first of the year.

Chief Seideman addressed the Council regarding Officer Schneider and Chief Seideman attending training October 13-14 in Grand Forks. Discussion ensued. Storkson/Klein made a motion to approve the training Roll Call: Storkson-aye; Klein-aye; Larsen-aye; and Johnson-aye.

Chief Seideman addressed Council regarding Officer Schneider taking the squad to a hearing in Bismarck on Friday. Discussion ensued. Council concurred to have Officer Schneider take the car.

Discussion ensued regarding transfers Auditor Vaagen proposed from the Special Assessment account into the General account as some bills were written from the General Account and they should have come from the Special Assessment account.

Larsen/Klein made a motion to approve the transfer of $132230.18. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Klein-aye; Storkson-aye; and Johnson-aye.

Discussion ensued regarding the revision of Resolution 2011-2. Discussion ensued. Johnson/Storkson made a motion to approve the revision. Roll Call: Johnson-aye; Storkson-aye; Klein-aye; and Larsen-aye.
Motion to adjourn by Storkson/Larsen.
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