Surrey City Council
Regular Meeting
February 6, 2012
7:00 pm

In attendance were: Mayor Fennewald Council Members: Sasse, Klein, Larsen, and Johnson. Also in attendance were: Auditor Vaagen, Chief Seideman, Public Works Director Olson, and Sean Weeks and Alan Estvold from Ackerman-Estvold Engineering. 

Mayor Fennewald called meeting to order at 7:00pm.

Mayor Fennewald swore in Lance Klabo to fill the vacated Council seat in Ward 1 until the election in June.

Mayor Fennewald read the consent agenda and additions: January 4 Special meeting minutes, January 9 Regular meeting minutes and January 12, 2012 Special meeting Minutes, Payroll in the amount of $19,503.45, Bills to be paid in the amount of $27055.06, Mayor’s Employee hours report, Auditor’s Report, Public Works Report, Police Report, and the Municipal Court Report along with the additions of crack sealing, the Council Calendar for 2012 and pictures taken by Chuck Tollefson.

Motion made by Larsen/Klein to approve the consent agenda. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Klein-aye; Sasse; Johnson-aye; and Klabo-aye.

Discussion ensued regarding the road north of city hall. Mr. Johnson from Drywall Suppy stated he is willing to split the cost of upgrading the road with the City. 

Sasse/Larsen made a motion to have the attorney draw up an agreement lying out the payment agreement for the roadway repair and upgrade. Council stated they want $10,000 down from Drywall Supply and ½ of the balance paid in one year with the remainder paid in two years. Sasse-aye; Laresen-aye; Klabo-aye; Johnson-nay; and Klein-aye.

Discussion ensued regarding the 2nd reading of Chapter 9.0101 rate ordinance. 

Sasse/Klein made a motion to approve the 2nd reading of 9.0101 ordinance revisions. Roll Call: Sasse-aye; Klein-aye; Johnson-aye; Klabo-aye; and Larsen-aye.

Discussion ensued regarding the variance request due to Lot 8 Block 1 of Surrey’s Original Townsite not meeting minimum standards of lot size by Debra Swiatek & Brian and Linda Hicks. 

Larsen/Johnson made a motion to approve the variance request. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Johnson-aye, Klein-aye; Sasse-aye; and Klabo-aye.

Discussion ensued regarding running background checks on residents that run for Council.

Council concurred to have Auditor Vaagen talk to the City attorney to ensure there are no legal issues with running the background checks.

City Building Inspector Chuck Tollefson addressed the Council regarding a building permit issue wanting clarification if portable storage buildings placed by Blaine Klein should have a permit. Discussion ensued.

Council concurred to have Mr. Klein go to the planning and zoning commission regarding the portable units.

Discussion ensued regarding the scope of work agreement submitted to Council by AE2S.

Sasse/Johnson made a motion to approve the agreement. Roll Call: Sasse-aye; Johnson-aye; Klabo-aye; Larsen-aye; and Klein-aye.

Mayor Fennewald addressed the Council regarding the open city positions. Discussion ensued. 

Council concurred to interview the top 3 candidates for each position on Thursday the 9th starting at 5:30 pm with interviews every 15 minutes.

Auditor Vaagen addressed the Council regarding the year-end transfers included in the year-end statement of revenues, and expenditures. Discussion ensued.

Larsen/Klein made a motion to approve the transfers and year-end statement. Roll Call: Larse-aye; Klein-aye; Sasse-aye; Klabo-aye; and Johnson-aye

Auditor Vaagen disclosed that the County will be working on the flood impacted political subdivision infrastructure grant and would like one representative from each of the applicant communities sit on a committee to prioritize the projects. Discussion ensued.

Council concurred that Auditor Vaagen should sit on that committee.

Auditor Vaagen disclosed to Council that the strategic planner for the 19 oil producing counties and cities consortium will be in the area Wednesday and part of Thursday and was wondering if the Council would like to meet with him.

Council concurred to have Auditor Vaagen set up a meeting that both Council and Planning and Zoning can attend.


Auditor Vaagen addressed the Council regarding the election wards. Discussion ensued. This was tabled until the March meeting as Council would like to know how many homes are in each Ward.

Mayor Fennewald stated that he is giving his resignation to effective at the end of May so the position can go on the ballot. 

Auditor Vaagen disclosed to Council increasing the connection fee was discussed at the January 4th meeting as well as at the January 9th but a motion for an increase was never made, so he wanted to know if they are going to increase the fee. Discussion ensued.

Larsen/Sasse made a motion to increase the connection fee to $2000. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Sasse-aye; Klein-aye; Johnson-aye; and Klabo-aye. This is considered a 1st reading of the ordinance change.

Sean Weeks addressed the Council regarding the road proposed by Crane Johnson Lumber. Discussion ensued. Council concurred that the whole road would need to be dedicated, however only a portion improved immediately.

Public Works Olson addressed the Council regarding renting out the sewer camera. 
Discussion on the issue ensued. Council concurred they have no issue with Roger operating the camera for contractors repairing lines on city right-of-way and charging for the camera and his time.

Public Works Olson addressed the Council regarding crack sealing. Discussion ensued. Olson was instructed to with prior PW Peterson to see if there was a schedule he was following.


Chief Seideman addressed the Council regarding attending the Chief’s meeting in Bismarck May 8th-9th. Discussion ensued.

Larsen/Johnson made a motion for Chief Seideman to attend. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Johnson-aye; Klein-aye; Sasse-aye; and Klabo-aye.

Chief Seideman addressed Council regarding attending the Law Enforcement Summit March 7th-8th. Discussion ensued.

Klein/Johnson made a motion to approve Chief Seideman attending the Summit in Bismarck. Roll Call: Klein-aye; Johnson-aye; Klabo-aye; Larsen-aye; and Sasse-aye.

Chief Seideman addressed the Council regarding attending UCR training March 21-22 in Bismarck. Discussion ensued. Council concurred to call and see if it is needed.

Chief Seideman addressed Council regarding the car receiving $3200 worth of damage due to a pursuit. 
Councilman Larsen disclosed this will be his last meeting.

Larsen/Klein made a motion to adjourn at 9:40 pm.
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