Surrey City Council
Regular Meeting
November 5th, 2012
7:00 pm


In attendance were: Mayor Johnson, Council Members:  Steve Fennewald, Jason Strand, Karla Walsh, Chuck Schmidt, Leann Alexander and Rod Hjelden.  Also in attendance were:  Auditor Vaagen, Public Works Employee Wood, City Engineer Antonio Conti and Chief Schneider. 

Mayor Johnson called meeting to order at 7:00pm.

Mayor Johnson read the consent agenda and additions.  

Walsh made a motion to approve consent agenda and financial reports.  Hjelden seconded.  Roll Call:  Strand-aye; Walsh-aye; Fennewald-aye; Schmidt-aye; Alexander-aye; Hjelden-aye.

Approval of financial reports and other reports, revised bills in the amount of $55,377.51 and payroll report in the amount of $27,644.84.  Mayor’s Employee hours report, Auditor’s report, Public Works Report, Police Report, and the Municipal Court Report.  

Monthly Business:  

Discussion ensued regarding 2nd reading of 9.0111.1.  Hjelden made a motion to approve 2nd reading of 9.0111.1.  Walsh seconded.  Roll Call:  Strand-aye; Walsh-aye; Fennewald-aye; Schmidt-aye; Alexander-aye; Hjelden-aye.

Discussion ensued regarding 2nd reading of 9.0113.1.  Fennewald made a motion to approve 2nd reading of 9.0113.1.  Walsh seconded. Roll Call:  Strand-aye; Walsh-aye; Fennewald-aye; Schmidt-aye; Alexander-aye; Hjelden-aye.

Amanda Schooling addressed Council regarding hazard mitigation planning.

Amanda Schooling addressed Council regarding emergency planning.

Brent Burkhard addressed Council regarding starting a repair shop at his parent’s home.

Discussion ensued.

Joe Wald had no issue with this.

Fennewald made a motion to approve.  Schmidt seconded.  Roll Call:  Fennewald-aye; Schmidt-aye; Walsh-nay; Strand-nay; Hjelden-nay; Alexander-aye; and Johnson-aye.

Discussion ensued regarding the annexation and preliminary plat of Country Estates.

Concerns were voiced regarding the real estate bubble bursting.  Ron Heinze stated that traffic is a major concern for him.  A resident stated that 85% of the audience was at the Public Meeting and five of the Council members were at the Public meeting and reminded Council that Planning and Zoning rejected the plat.  Cliff Anson addressed Council regarding the project stating what was proposed.  Cliff stated he has agreed to purchase 20 acres for the lagoon expansion.

Discussion ensued regarding this project.

Schmidt made a motion to deny plat.  Due to:  traffic increase, not wanting to split the town with Highway 2, and it doesn’t fit the area as majority of lots in area are 2 acre lots.  Strand seconded.  Roll Call:  Strand-aye; Walsh-aye; Fennewald-aye; Schmidt-aye; Alexander-aye; Hjelden-aye.

Dean Rasmussen addressed Council regarding final approval of Geyser Peaks.

Discussion ensued.  Fennewald made a motion to approve the second reading of the final plat.  Hjelden seconded.  

Discussion ensued regarding access to Mr. Wald’s farm and the movement of his farm equipment.

Roll Call:  Strand-aye; Walsh-aye; Fennewald-aye; Schmidt-aye; Alexander-aye; Hjelden-aye.

Discussion ensued regarding Paseo Addition plat.  

Fennewald made a motion to deny waiver based on 40/50% coverage blanketed on plat.  Strand seconded.

Discussion ensued.

Roll Call:  Strand-aye; Walsh-nay; Fennewald-aye; Schmidt-aye; Alexander-aye; Hjelden-nay.

Hjelden made a motion to approve the Paseo Plat.  Fennewald seconded.  Roll Call:  Strand-aye; Walsh-aye; Fennewald-aye; Schmidt-aye; Alexander-aye; Hjelden-aye.

Dean introduced Gordon to the board.

Gordon addressed the Council and talked to the Obasa Group’s philosophy doing the right thing the right way.

Gordon also shared their intention is to create a family environment where a mother can see her children walking to school in a park environment.

Gordon stated this is a joint venture where we need to work together.

Discussion ensued regarding the bushes on the corner of 4th Street NE and Pleasant Avenue and what needs to be done.

Fennewald stated he would talk to the owner regarding this before the next meeting.

Executive Session:  

Mayor Johnson read the standard for going into Executive Session.

Schmidt made a motion to go into Executive Session.  Roll Call:  Fennewald seconded.  Strand-aye; Walsh-aye; Fennewald-aye; Schmidt-aye; Alexander-aye; Hjelden-aye.

Mayor Johnson stated the Executive Session is now in session at 8:50 pm.

Discussion ensued.

Walsh made a motion to adjourn Executive Session.  Fennewald seconded.  Roll Call:  Strand-aye; Walsh-aye; Fennewald-aye; Schmidt-aye; Alexander-aye; Hjelden-aye.

Executive Session adjourned at 9:53 pm.

Monthly Business:

Alexander left meeting.

Walsh made a motion to approve spending the money on the 1926(b) specialist.  Fennewald seconded.  Roll Call: Strand-aye; Walsh-aye; Fennewald-aye; Schmidt-aye; Alexander-aye; Hjelden-aye.

Discussion ensued regarding the Public Works wage negotiations.

Fennewald made a motion to move Kent to his new wage immediately with him being appointed to Director position on November 6th.  Hjelden seconded.  Roll Call:  Strand-aye; Walsh-aye; Fennewald-aye; Schmidt-aye; Alexander-aye; Hjelden-aye.

Walsh made a motion to have Department Head, Department Commissioner, Mayor, and City Auditor/Administrator present for interviewing and recommendation going to full Council.  Fennewald seconded.  Roll Call:  Strand-aye; Walsh-aye; Fennewald-aye; Schmidt-aye; Hjelden-aye.

Kent discussed having the Ford pickup’s rear main seal repaired.

Fennewald made a motion to fix pickup.  Hjelden seconded.  Roll Call:  Strand-aye; Walsh-aye; Fennewald-aye; Schmidt-aye; Hjelden-aye.

Discussion ensued regarding Council Procedure.

Discussion ensued regarding having other Human Resource looked at.

Discussion ensued on the Municipal Court Judge vacancy.

Walsh made a motion to appoint Cindy Fennewald to the position.  Hjelden seconded.  Roll Call:  Strand-aye; Walsh-aye; Fennewald-aye; Schmidt-aye; Hjelden-aye.

Discussion ensued on lagoon negotiations.

Fennewald made a motion to offer the amount he offered.  Strand seconded.  

Discussion ensued on range to offer.

Fennewald amended his motion to offer $2,300 going to $4,000 on the first 20 acres.  Walsh seconded.  Roll Call:  Strand-aye; Walsh-aye; Fennewald-aye; Schmidt-aye; Hjelden-aye.

Discussion ensued on closing the office on Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve.

Strand made a motion to close office Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve.  Hjelden seconded.  Roll Call:  Strand-aye; Walsh-aye; Fennewald-nay; Schmidt-aye; Hjelden-aye.

Discussion ensued regarding the financing resolution for the first portion of TIF.  Auditor Vaagen was asked to getting a letter from Ackerman.  Discussion ensued.

Hjelden made a motion to approve financing resolution.  Fennewald seconded.  Roll Call:  Strand-aye; Walsh-aye; Fennewald-aye; Schmidt-aye; Hjelden-aye.

Discussion ensued regarding credit card payments.

Antonio Conti addressed Council regarding Vision West report.

Antonio addressed ongoing projects within city.

Antonio asked about having Council attend the Planning and Zoning meeting on the 26th to discuss the land use. 

Discussion ensued regarding implementing fire flow ordinance.

Chief Schneider asked to attend Chief’s meeting in Bismarck on November 20th.  

Walsh made a motion to approve attending the Chief’s meeting on November 20th.  Hjelden seconded.  Roll Call:  Strand-aye; Walsh-aye; Fennewald-aye; Schmidt-aye; Hjelden-aye.

Chief Schneider addressed Council regarding attending administrative training in Bismarck.

Schmidt made a motion to approve training.  Strand seconded.  Roll Call:  Strand-aye; Walsh-aye; Fennewald-aye; Schmidt-aye; Hjelden-aye.

Chief Schneider addressed Council regarding maintenance on the in-car computer.

Discussion ensued.

Walsh made a motion to approve maintenance contract.  Schmidt seconded.  Roll Call:  Strand-aye; Walsh-aye; Fennewald-aye; Schmidt-aye; Hjelden-aye.

Chief Schneider addressed Council regarding receiving a grant for the car repeater.

Chief Schneider addressed updating Council on Officer Fink’s training.

Walsh thanked the Police Department for their performance on Halloween and making friendly contact with the community.

Fennewald made a motion to adjourn.
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