Surrey City Council

Regular Meeting

December 7,2009

Mayor Fennewald called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. Present were: Mayor Fennewald, Council Members: Nelsen, Volk, Sasse, Klein, and Johnson. Also present were Chief Seideman, Public Works Director Peterson, Deputy Auditor McNamara, Public Works Employee Mehrer, and Police Officer Schneider.

The agenda was reviewed and there were additions. The additions included revised bills in the amount of $33,467.76and the city brochure. 

Mayor Fennewald read the consent agenda: November 2, 2009 minutes, Resolution 2009-30, Payroll in the amount of $14,586.93, Bills to be paid in the amount of $33,467.76, Mayor’s Employee hours report, Auditor’s Report, Public Works Report, Police Report, and the Municipal Court Report. A motion was made by Volk/Klein to approve the consent agenda. Roll Call: Volk-aye; Klein-aye; Sasse-aye; Nelsen-aye; and Johnson-aye. Motion Carries 5-0.

Under Unfinished Business:

District 28 the next step in the process is the formal cost estimate from the engineer for the project. Jason Strand of Ackerman-Estvold stated that the formal cost projections are not complete yet. Auditor Vaagen discussed with Council another option for proceeding with the District. Discussion ensued and Council concurred to proceed as planned.

Under Monthly Business: 

A motion was made by Klein/Sasse to approve the Bottom's Up Liquor License Renewal. Roll Call: Klein-aye; Sasse-aye; Volk-aye; Nelsen-aye; and Johnson-aye. Motion Carries 5-0.

Discussion ensued regarding the renewal of the Steer Head Lounge Liquor License. David Randash along with Chad Kraft applied for a liquor license for the Steer Head Lounge as they have entered into a purchase agreement with the current owner Donna Beeter. Motion was made by Sasse/Volk to approve the application for the Steer Head Lounge, however the sale proceeds. Roll Call: Sasse-aye; Volk-aye; Nelsen-aye; Johnson-aye; and Klein-aye. Motion Carries 5-0.

Scott Brobst addressed council regarding using the sun porch for final destination for snowmobile runs, since minors participate in these runs. Discussion ensued on the issue. A motion was made by Sasse/Klein to approve allowing the use of the sun porch for final destination. 

Mayor Fennewald asked Chief Seideman if he wanted to show a video of an event that happened two Saturdays ago. Councilman Larsen entered the room. Chief Seideman described what the video would show.  Discussion ensued on whether the video should be played. Mr. Brobst asked that the whole video be played. Chief Seideman played the video for council. Further discussion ensued regarding the video and how the police are operating. 

 Roll Call on the motion: Sasse-aye; Klein-aye; Volk-aye; Larsen-aye; Nelsen-aye; and Johnson-aye. Motion Carries 6-0. 

Scott Brobst also addressed council regarding having later hours during Friday & Saturday nights along with six additional days during the year. These days would include New Year’s Eve, Halloween, St. Patrick’s Day, July 3 & 4, and August 12th. 

Discussion ensued on the issue. Auditor Vaagen was instructed to discuss the issue with other cities. A motion to table the issue until January was made by Larsen/Johnson. Roll Call:  Larsen-aye; Volk-aye; Sasse-aye; Klein-nay; Johnson-aye; Nelsen-aye. Motion Carries 5-1. 

Discussion from the October meeting regarding the prohibited dog ordinance continued at the Council meeting. Councilman Nelsen addressed the council regarding the research he has done. Discussion further ensued. A motion was made by Sasse/Larsen to let the voters decide if they want the prohibited dog breed ordinance to stand or be changed with both options of the ordinance on the ballot. Discussion further ensued about making sure that the citizens understand what they are voting on with council suggesting holding a public meeting. Roll Call: Sasse-aye; Larsen-aye; Volk-aye; Klein-nay; Nelsen-nay; and Johnson-aye. Motion Carries 4-2.

A motion was made by Nelsen/Klein to table the modular home issue until January. Roll Call: Klein-aye; Nelsen-aye; Johnson-aye; Sasse-aye; Volk-aye; and Larsen-aye. Motion Carries 6-0.

Discussion ensued on the hay land that the city is supposed to be leasing from Burlington Northern. 

Larsen/Sasse made a motion to table the WARN agreement until January’s meeting. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Volk-aye; Sasse-aye; Klein-aye; Nelsen-aye; and Johnson-aye. Motion Carries 6-0. 

Discussion ensued regarding the Christmas Bonus that is paid to employees. Council concurred that the bonus is considered part of their pay. Council instructed Auditor Vaagen to check with Jerry from NDLC regarding this.

Mayor Fennewald wanted to discuss giving North Prairie a key for the cistern.  Discussion ensued. Council concurred to give them a key.

Discussion ensued about the Auditor’s probationary period being complete and Auditor Vaagen asking for a raise since this period is over. A motion was made by Sasse/Nelsen to increase Auditor Vaagen's wage to $15/hr. starting January 1st. Roll Call: Sasse-aye; Nelsen-aye; Johnson-aye; Larsen-aye; Klein-aye; and Volk-aye. Motion Carries 6-0.   

Discussion ensued on the new office project. Auditor Vaagen presented two bids.   A suggestion was made to contact more electricians. A motion was made to give Mayor Fennewald the authorization to accept a bid of $5,000 or less by Larsen/Nelsen. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Nelsen-aye; Johnson-aye; Volk-aye; Sasse-aye; and Klein-aye. Motion Carries 6-0.

Discussion ensued on the moving of the unit heater from the new office area to the garage. Auditor Vaagen presented two proposals. Motion was made by Larsen/Sasse to accept the bid from AAA Heating. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Sasse-aye; Nelsen-aye; Johnson-aye; Volk-aye; and Klein-aye. Motion Carries 6-0.

 Discussion ensued on the park wage agreement. A motion was made by Volk/Johnson to approve the park wage agreement. Roll Call: Volk-aye; Johnson-aye; Larsen-aye; Nelsen-aye; Klein-aye; and Sasse-aye. Motion Carries 6-0.

Auditor Vaagen notified council that Otter Tail's rates would be increasing by 3% beginning December 1.

Public Works Director Peterson updated the council regarding the cistern and issues that have occurred. Peterson also presented council a bid to replace the force main valve by the NE lift station. Discussion ensued and Council instructed Peterson to get more estimates put back on the agenda in March or April.

Chief Seideman asked council to consider making 2nd St. NE so that no thru trucks are allowed. Volk/Nelsen made a motion to table until January. Roll Call: Volk-aye; Nelsen-aye; Larsen-aye; Johnson-aye; Klein-aye, and Sasse-aye. Motion Carries 6-0.

Chief Seideman also addressed Council about an alternate judge. Brad talked to a resident who is a lawyer that is interested in being the alternate. Seideman also discussed paying the alternate judge $100/ court date. Motion was made by Sasse/ Volk to change the Alternate Municipal Judges wages. Roll Call: Sasse-aye; Volk-aye; Larsen-aye; Nelsen-aye, Johnson-aye; and Klein-aye. Motion Carries 6-0.

A motion to approve the second reading of changes to Ordinance 4.0111 compensation of Mayor, City Council, Municipal Judge and Committee Members, was made by Sasse/Volk. Roll Call: Sasse-aye; Volk-aye; Larsen-aye; Nelsen-aye; Johnson-aye; and Klein-aye. Motion Carries 6-0.  

Motion for adjournment by Volk at 8:48 pm.
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