Surrey City Council

Public Meeting &Council Meeting 
October 4, 2010

7:00 pm

In attendance were: Mayor Fennewald, Councilman Johnson, Sasse, Klein, and Storkson. Also in attendance were Auditor Vaagen, PWS Peterson, and Chief Seideman.
Mayor Fennewald called the Public Meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

Mayor Fennewald addressed the Public stating the reason for the public input meeting is to hear from the residents regarding a proposal to put a generator at the NE lift station and create a special assessment district for it.
The meeting was opened up to allow the people to voice their concerns on this. Larsen entered the meeting. Andy Petras addressed Council regarding people on 2nd street not having problems before the lift station was put in. Peter Jung addressed Council regarding his concerns of putting in a generator going in to back up the lift station. He states he has never had a problem with water and he lives right next to the lift station. He is concerned because of the increasing special assessment costs and noise the generator causes. Nelsen entered meeting. Discussion ensued on the issues surrounding why the Council is considering the generator and the process Council has gone through trying to keep the cost down to the residents.
Larsen/Storkson made a motion to close the public meeting. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Storkson-aye; Klein-aye; Sasse-aye; Johnson-aye; and Nelsen-aye.
Mayor Fennewald opened the regular council meeting at 7:25 pm.

Mayor Fennewald stated that additions to the agenda were revised bills in the amount of $22043.35, Municipal Court Report for August, and Police Report. Councilman Klein stated he also had an addition regarding the water line North Prairie is installing.
Mayor Fennewald read the consent agenda: September 7th, 13th, and 16th, minutes; Payroll in the amount of $16,995.99, Bills to be paid in the amount of $22043.35, Mayor’s Employee hours report, Auditor’s Report, Public Works Report, Police Report, and the Municipal Court Report.
Larsen/Johnson made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Nelsen-aye; Johnson-aye; Klein-aye; Sasse-aye; and Storkson-aye.

Under Unfinished Business: 

Auditor Vaagen presented Council the adjustment to the sewer regulation. Discussion ensued. Councilman Larsen asked that an addition be made that residents are required to tie in to the sewer once their septic system is failing.

Motion by Larsen/ Storkson to approve the adjustment as corrected. Roll Call: Larsen-aye, Storkson-aye; Sasse-aye, Klein-aye, Johnson-aye, and Nelsen-aye.

Auditor Vaagen brought to the Council’s attention that the contractor that is suppose to repair the hall roof has not brought in a copy of his contractor’s license and bond. Auditor Vaagen asked Council for instructions on how to proceed. Discussion ensued. Mayor Fennewald suggested withdrawing the contract and complete the project in the spring. Auditor Vaagen was instructed to follow up with Diversified Carpentry regarding why a copy of the contractor license and bond have not been turned in and if the metal had been ordered.
Discussion ensued on the Planning and Zoning Vacancies. The Council discussed having one position being filled by a sitting Council member. It was determined that the Council would talk to their neighbors and discuss this at next month’s meeting.

Monthly Business: 
Councilman Klien brought it up that North Prairie was denied an easement on the west end of 97th St. Darcy Myers has been approached to give North Prairie an easement. Darcy would like the water and sewer connection rate lowered back to $1000 for his twelve remaining lots or the city to pay him $6000 to give North Prairie the easement. Discussion ensued. The Council stated they believe that this is not between the city and Mr. Myers. It is between North Prairie and Mr. Myers. 
Auditor Vaagen discussed the inclusions that he put in the packets to assist the Council in what they would like to send back to North Prairie. Discussion ensued on how Council wanted to address the proposed water rate increase from North Prairie. It was determined that Auditor Vaagen would send a counter-proposal back.

Discussion ensued on the revisions to the building permit to cover home being moved into town. Auditor Vaagen was instructed to have the building inspector review the revisions for his thoughts before it is implemented.
Auditor Vaagen disclosed that there have been a lot of inquires about the development of the SW area of town. Discussion ensued. 
Auditor Vaagen addressed the Council regarding the owner of the Bottom’s Up wanting to get the Council’s thoughts on the addition the owner is considering for hosting special events. Auditor Vaagen disclosed different options he found discussing this with the state. This included having the addition not being part of his licensed premises, applying for special event permits, and changing his liquor license. Discussion ensued. During discussion Chief Seideman brought up that he thought Century Code required all areas of a licensed establishment to be visible from the bar. Discussion further ensued including issues such as parking, entrances and other issues. It was determined that Bottom's Up  would have to apply for special event permits and not license the addition under his liquor license or change his liquor license so that it  is a restaurant/bar license additionally it was determined that the sunroom visibility needs to be addressed with the owner.
Auditors Report:

Auditor Vaagen disclosed to Council things he learned at the NDLC Annual Conference. He stated that he thought the Council would want to be aware of some of the changes in regulations as a result of the healthcare reform bill. Discussion ensued.
Discussion ensued on the City's Final Budget.  Final Sasse/Johnson made a motion to approve the final budget with the total levy being $91,217.93. Roll Call: Sasse-aye, Johnson-aye, Storkson-aye, Nelsen-aye, Larsen-aye, and Klein-aye.

Discussion ensued on the Deputy Auditor Applications. It was determined that all candidates will be interviewed.  Interviews will be held on October 14th starting at 6:30 pm, with interviews being set 20 minutes apart.   
Auditor Vaagen addressed Council regarding purchasing a new printer for the office for $800 from Staples. Discussion ensued.

Sasse/Larsen made a motion to purchase a new printer. Roll Call: Sasse-aye; Larsen-aye; Nelsen-aye, Johnson-aye, Storkson-aye, and Klein-aye.

Auditor Vaagen presented Council with the new standards for Safe Routes to School and the City needs to partner with the County. Discussion ensued.
 Engineer's Report:
City Engineer Strand updated the Council on the status of District 29.

Engineer Strand presented the Council with the preliminary report for the generator at the NE lift station.

Public Works:

PWS Peterson addressed the Council regarding the costs to repair the SE lift station. Discussion ensued.
Sasse/Larsen made a motion to have the lift station repaired for approximately $8656. Roll Call: Sasse-aye; Larsen-aye; Nelsen-aye; Johnson-aye; Storkson-aye; and Klein-aye.

Peterson addressed Council regarding taking Vacation the second or third week in November. Discussion ensued on the issue. 
Peterson addressed the Council regarding a bad water sample. After redoing the sample everything came back fine. 
Peterson addressed Council regarding the possibility of purchasing a plow truck. Discussion ensued on the issue. It was determined the purchase would need to wait until next year.

Auditor Vaagen addressed Council regarding the Christmas Wreaths. Discussion ensued. 

Sasse/ Nelsen made a motion to allow Councilman Johnson $200 from the advertising fund to fix the wreaths. Sasse-aye; Nelsen-aye: Larsen-aye; Johnson-aye; Storkson-aye; and Klein-aye.

Police:

Discussion ensued on patrol for Halloween.

Discussion ensued on the speed reduction request on Highway 2.
Other Business:

Councilman Johnson wanted to revisit the water/sewer connection issue. Discussion ensued.
PW Peterson asked to address Council regarding his experience with Diversified Carpentry. Discussion ensued
Larsen/Sasse made a motion to adjourn at 10:05 pm 
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