Surrey City Council
August 9, 2010
7:00pm

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.

Present were Mayor Fennewald, Council members: Johnson, Larsen, Sasse, Klein, Storkson, and Nelsen. Also in attendance were Chief Seideman, PWS Peterson, and City Auditor Jason Vaagen.
Mayor Fennewald read the additions: revised bills in the amount of $25,139.76, Court Report for June and July, and a spreadsheet with water rate comparisons. Mayor Fennewald read the consent agenda. Johnson/Klein made a motion to approve the consent agenda. Roll Call: Johnson-aye, Klein-aye, Sasse-aye, Storkson-aye, Larsen-aye and Nelsen-aye.
Council meeting was suspended to hold the public meeting.
Public meeting was opened Nicole approached Council regarding Conditional Use Permit for a massage therapy business out of her home. Discussion ensued.

Sasse/Johnson to close the public meeting and approve the request. Roll Call: Sasse-aye, Johnson-aye, Nelsen-aye, Larsen-aye, Storkson-aye, and Klein-aye.

Discussion ensued on when to set the protest meeting for District 29. Council concurred on having the protest meeting September 13 at 6:30 pm.

Discussion ensued on the hall roof and a bid received by Diversified Carpentry. Council discussed how the project should be done. The issue was tabled for more bids to be received.

Discussion ensued on water account delinquency. Sasse/Larsen made a motion to revise Section 9.0102 of the City ordinance to have the water bills due on the 15th, late fees on the 25th, delinquent accounts disconnected forty-five (45) days after the bill is due if payment in full is not received, and setting the reconnect fee at a flat rate of $100. Roll Call: Sasse-aye, Larsen-aye, Nelsen-aye, Johnson-aye, Storkson-aye, and Klein-aye. This will be considered the first reading of the change to Section 9.0102 of the Surrey Ordinances.
Mayor Fennewald called for a motion for the second reading of the revisions to Ordinance regarding the Midcontinent Franchise Agreement. Johnson/Klein made a motion for the second reading of the revisions. Roll Call: Johnson-aye, Klein-aye, Storkson-aye, Sasse-aye, Larsen-aye, and Nelsen-aye. 
Discussion ensued on the annual blanket permit for the school. Nelsen/Larsen made a motion to approve the permit. Roll Call: Nelsen-aye, Larsen-aye, Johnson-aye, Sasse-aye, Klein-aye, and Storkson-aye.

Discussion ensued on the "home rule" charter. Auditor Vaagen presented a brief explanation of home rule. Larsen also fielded questions on the benefits  of "home rule".  Larsen/Nelsen to approve the "home rule" charter and have it put on the ballot in November. Roll Call: Larsen-aye, Nelsen-aye, Johnson-aye, Storkson-aye, Sasse-aye, and Klein-aye. 

Auditor Vaagen introduced to the Council a letter from North Prairie requesting a change in the rate they charge the city for water.  Discussion ensued on the issue. Auditor Vaagen was instructed to set up a meeting with North Prairie and the city's attorney.  Auditor Vaagen was also instructed to check out the city's rights regarding North Prairie connecting other customers to the line that the city paid to have installed. 

Discussion ensued on a second reading of the change to the  water connection charge that had a first reading at the last meeting. Mayor Fennewald called for a motion for the second reading to change the connection fee from $1500 to $1000. Klein/Johnson made a motion to decrease the connection charge to $1000; which is a $500 fee for water and $500 fee for sewer. Roll Call: Klein-aye, Johnson-aye, Sasse-nay, Larsen-nay, Nelson-nay, Storkson-nay.  

Auditor Vaagen requested that the Council set a meeting date for the Preliminary Budget. Council choose the 24th of August for the preliminary budget meeting. 

Auditor Vaagen reminded the Council that the September meeting is on the 7th as a result of Labor Day being the first Monday of the month.
Auditor Vaagen asked the Council if any of them wanted to attend the NDLC annual conference in Bismarck, September 23-25. Discussion ensued on the issue. Councilman Storkson thought she may be interested in attending if she doesn't have to attend all the dates. 

Auditor Vaagen instructed Council that NDPERS is  having training in Minot on the 17th of August in Minot as a result of NDPERS requiring electronic filing of the monthly reports starting in October.

Engineer Strand informed Council that the patching of frost boils on 4th St. NE has been completed.

Council discussed Engineer Strand being at the protest meeting in September.

Public Works Superintendant Peterson publicly thanked Jared Klimpel and RDO for allowing the city to demo a backhoe.

Peterson informed Council that the repair of the gate valve at the cistern has been repaired. Discussion ensued on the repair of the gate valve and the lines.

Peterson  requested to attend the Water Works training  meeting on August 19th. Discussion ensued on it. Peterson was told to go ahead and attend.  

Councilman Klein thanked Peterson for doing such a nice job cutting the ditch on 2nd St. NE

Peterson provided the quotes for wiring a generator in at the north east lift station that he received. One being $9345 for wiring it and a pad to put a generator on but, not including the transfer switch, the other being $6793 for wiring and the transfer switch, but does not include the pad to put a generator on. Discussion ensued on the issue.

Council concurred to put the issue to the vote of the people that would be affected once a complete total of costs is known. Peterson was instructed to get all costs together and bring them to the meeting next month.   

Council discussed what is being done with the Intrepid. The Council concurred to put it out on bids with the minimum bid being $3000. 
 Mayor Fennewald and Auditor Vaagen discussed with the Council the skunk complaints that the city has received. Auditor Vaagen state that there is a trapper trapping the skunks. Auditor Vaagen stated that the trapper suggested burning the low areas. Discussion ensued on the issue. 
Mayor Fennewald asked Chief Seideman if the people that were sent letters on the junk/junk vehicles  have either been towed or come into compliance. Chief Seideman stated that a majority have come into compliance but there are a few that have asked for an extension as a result of their spouse being out of town. The remainder have received a citation.
Larsen/Sasse made a motion for adjournment. Meeting adjourned at 9:10 pm.
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