Special Meeting
January 13, 2020

Present:  Chuck Tollefson, Lindsay Coca, Brent Dickinson, Jenny Johns, Mike Thiesen, Rod Hjelden.
Also present:  Diane Fugere, Luis Coca, Keith Howe

The purpose of the meeting is to discuss city clerk issues, nepotism and behavior of council members with a personal appearance by Amber Thiesen and potential action.

Mayor Tollefson called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m.

Discussion on Sabrina Dickinson being relieved of her duties as city clerk.  Lindsay Coca, Chuck Tollefson and Diane Fugere approved the dismissal.  Hjelden moved to support Fugere’s decision, Thiesen seconded.  Discussion followed.  Mayor Tollefson read the issues aloud, noting it was signed and acknowledged by Mayor Tollefson, Lindsay Coca, Diane Fugere and Sabrina Dickinson.  Tollefson reported receiving a call from Dickinson’s father after the meeting was over.  Hjeldon – yes; Thiesen – yes; Johns – no; Coca – yes; Dalby – yes; Dickinson – abstain, motion carried.

Discussion followed on nepotism and possible violations past and present.

Amber Thiesen discussed behavior of council members and derogatory Facebook posts made by Brent Dickinson.  Mayor Tollefson stated that it happened due to tensions with the upcoming election.  Mayor Tollefson was asked if he condones these types of activities by council members.  Dickinson was asked to resign to which he responded, ‘absolutely no’.   Reference was made to the Leadership Code, page 13, “Inappropriate behavior can lead to removal’.  It was noted that Dickinson had been counseled by the mayor twice previously.  Dickinson admitted “messing up” two times.  A Thiesen noted that the posts were made on a school parent’s page calling her a bitch, etc.  Thiesen asked council to remove Dickinson from the council due to these matters.  Hjelden moved to remove Dickinson from council, Thiesen seconded.  Discussion followed on Home Rule Charter.  Hjelden – yes; Thiesen – yes; Dickinson – no; Dalby – abstain; Coca – yes; Johns – abstain.  Motion carried.

Tollefson read a portion of the city’s Home rule Charter:  Article 3 – Powers of the City, #4:  To provide for city officers, agencies and employees, their selection, terms, powers, duties, qualifications and compensation.  To provide for change, selection or creation of its form and structure of government including its governing body, executive officer and city officers.

Coca moved to adjourn.
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