Surrey City Council

Regular Meeting

January 9, 2012
7:00 pm

In attendance were: Mayor Fennewald Council Members: Sasse, Klein, Storkson, Nelsen and Johnson. Also in attendance were: Auditor Vaagen, Chief Seideman, Public Works Employee Olson, and Sean Weeks from Ackerman-Estvold Engineering. 
Mayor Fennewald called meeting to order at 7:05pm.

Mayor Fennewald read the consent agenda and additions: December 5,2011 and December 13, 2011 Special meeting Minutes, Payroll in the amount of $28,361.84, Bills to be paid in the amount of $44,363.55, Mayor’s Employee hours report, Auditor’s Report, Public Works Report, Police Report, and the Municipal Court Report..

Motion made by Nelsen/Johnson to approve the consent agenda. Roll Call: Nelson-aye; Johnson-aye; Klein-aye; Sasse; and Storkson-aye.
Auditor Vaagen disclosed that he spoke with Clarey from Bechtold and he didn’t believe an overlay of the roadway is possible due to grade on the surrounding area. Discussion ensued on the road north of the city hall.  This issue is tabled until the intent of Mr. Johnson is known.
Discussion ensued regarding the 2nd reading of Chapter 12 Zoning ordinances articles 5-10.
Sasse/Storkson made a motion to approve the 2nd reading of zoning ordinance revisions. Roll Call: Sasse-aye; Storkson-aye; Nelsen-aye; Johnson-aye; and Klein-aye.
Amanda Schooling the Ward County Emergency Manager addressed the Council regarding Surrey’s participation in the Multi-hazard Mitigation planning for the County. 
Johnson/Sasse made a motion to approve Surrey’s participation. Roll Call: Johnson-aye, Klein-aye; Sasse-aye; Storkson-aye; and Nelsen-aye.
Discussion ensued regarding designating First Western Bank and Trust as the official depository of the City.

Nelsen/Klein made a motion designating First Western Bank as the official depository. Roll Call: Nelsen-aye; Klein-aye; Sasse-aye; Storkson-aye; and Johnson-aye.

Discussion ensued regarding the preliminary plat submitted by Nathan Jung. Councilman Sasse clarified with Mr. Jung that if the plat is approved that doesn’t mean he can install the utilities the way he believes is best. Further discussion ensued.

Klein/Johnson made a motion to approve the preliminary plat as submitted by Mr. Jung.

Roll Call: Klein-aye; Johnson-aye; Nelsen-aye; Storkson-aye; and Sasse-aye.

Discussion ensued regarding the Zone Change for parcel #’s SYZZUTIL030000 & SYZZUTIL040000 from Industrial to Commercial “C-2”.

Sasse/Storkson made a motion to approve the zone change. Roll Call: Sasse-aye; Storkson-aye; Nelsen-aye; Johnson-aye; and Klein-aye.

Larsen entered the meeting.

Members of Hope Lutheran Church addressed the Council regarding the condition of 5th St. SW. Discussion ensued. Council stated that when the paving for the area is done the costs of repairing this section will need to be included in the project.
Discussion ensued regarding putting in access routes to development areas.
Irene Gousheh addressed the Council thanking them for the job they do. Ms. Gousheh also thanked mayor Fennewald and Auditor Vaagen for the help at the fund raising breakfast for the Christmas lights. She also thanked the city for redoing the Christmas wreaths and updated the Council on the amount of funds remaining for new Christmas lights.

Auditor Vaagen updated the Council on the progress of the developer agreements for the TIF area. Discussion ensued regarding the developer’s agreement. Auditor Vaagen will get with the developer’s as soon as they have been approved by the attorney.

Lance Klabo addressed the Council regarding being interested in appointment to the Council position that is being vacated by Councilman Nelsen. Discussion ensued. Mayor Fennewald stated he would let Mr. Klabo know regarding the appointment. 

Auditor Vaagen presented Council with a letter the building inspector would like to send out to residents regarding the infiltration and inflow issue with the sanitary sewer. Discussion ensued.

Johnson/Larsen made a motion to approve sending the letters out. Roll Call: Johnson-aye; Larsen-aye; Nelsen-aye; Klein-nay; Storkson-nay; Sasse-aye.

Charlie from AE2S addressed the Council regarding the water study being on hold until the other plat is received. He disclosed that Auditor Vaagen has gotten them everything except the plat and has kept them up to date as to the plat not being received yet. Charlie also introduced Antonio Conte, who will be heading up the Minot Office that will be staffed next week.

Councilman Sasse stated that after discussion with several residents it was brought to his attention that a majority of the sewer lines are vitrified clay pipe which has a useful life of 40-50 years; which is the age of a majority of the pipe in town. Therefore he would like Council to consider raising the Sewer rate so the City can put more funds into the reserves for the replacement of the sewer infrastructure. Discussion ensued.

Nelsen/Larsen made a motion to increase the sewer rate by $5/month. Roll Call: Nelsen-aye; Larsen-aye; Storkson-aye; Sasse-aye; Johnson-aye; and Klein-aye. This will be considered a 1st reading of a change to ordinance 9.0101 Rates and Charges.

Mayor Fennewald addressed the Council regarding the applications received for the Public Works Director position. He stated the City received 4 applications. He stated that it is his belief the city should promote Public Works Employee Roger Olson to the Director position. Discussion ensued. 

Larsen/Johnson made a motion to promote Roger to the Public Works Director position at $19/hr. and when he receives his water certification raising the wage to $20. Discussion ensued further. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Johnson-aye; Storkson-nay; Nelsen-aye; Sasse-aye; and Klein-aye.

Public Works Employee Olson accepted the Public Works Director position at $19/hr.

Discussion ensued regarding the Public Works employee position. Auditor Vaagen was instructed to post the Public Works Employee position on Job Service with a closing of the 19th and if there are enough applications Council will interview on the 23rd.

Mayor Fennewald presented the Council a job description for City Administrator. Discussion ensued regarding the job description and what is different from the Auditor job description. 
Larsen/Nelsen made a motion to table the issue.

Auditor Vaagen reminded the Council of the Special Election on the 17th. He also reminded Mayor Fennewald, Councilman Johnson and Storkson that the committee would need to meet to certify the results by January 21st. It was determined the canvassing board will meet at 5:30 on the 19th.
Auditor Vaagen disclosed that there is a Commerce Department meeting on the 13th in Minot that he would like to attend the topic is infrastructure and how well the needs of communities are being met. Council concurred that Auditor Vaagen could attend.

Auditor Vaagen stated the Lab Contract with First District is up for renewal and a motion would need to be made to renew it. 

Larsen/Storkson made a motion to approve the renewal. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Storkson-aye; Sasse-aye; Klein-aye; Johnson-aye; and Nelsen-aye.

Auditor Vaagen presented Council with information that when at the annual NDLC conference he learned other communities have moved away from setting municipal utility rates by ordinance. Auditor Vaagen asked if this may be something that Council would be interested in. Discussion ensued.

Sasse/Nelsen made a motion to change the ordinance for setting utility rates so that the rates could be set by resolution. Roll Call: Sasse-aye; Nelsen-aye; Storkson-nay; Larsen-nay; Johnson-nay; and Klein-nay. 
Auditor Vaagen let the Council know that the deadline for CDBG funding is approaching and asked if the Council would like him to look into if for a potential source of funding for some of the needed infrastructure improvements.

Auditor Vaagen disclosed that the blanket bond letter was received along with who is covered. He stated that if newer Council members had any questions or want to see the letter they should stop by the office.

Sean Weeks from Ackerman-Estvold addressed the Council regarding the sanitary sewer report that he prepared. Discussion ensued.
Discussion also ensued about requiring the builder’s to plumb the sump pump discharge outside and include a sump pump. 

Sasse/Larsen made a motion to have the builders put a sump pump in these new homes and have the pumps plumbed directly outside. Roll Call:   
PWS Olson and Auditor Vaagen addressed the Council regarding training for Roger on February 14-16 in Fargo and February 23rd in Towner. Auditor Vaagen disclosed that this would get Roger the education credits to allow him to test for the first part of his water certification. Discussion ensued.
Larsen/Sasse made a motion to approve the training for PWS Olson. Roll Call: Larsen-aye; Sasse-aye; Klein-aye; Johnson-aye; Nelsen-aye; and Storkson-aye.
Discussion ensued regarding the PW employee position. Council concurred to advertise the position on Job Service until the 19th of January with interviews on the 23rd if there are enough applicants.

Councilman Storkson stated that she would like to see if Chief Seideman’s wages be raised to a minimum of $19/hr. and increase Pete at least a $1/hr. Discussion ensued.
Storkson/Johnson made a motion to raise Chief Seideman to $19/hr. Roll Call: Storkson-aye; Johnson-aye; Nelsen-nay; Klein-nay; Sasse-aye; and Larsen-aye.

Larsen/Storkson made a motion to adjourn at 9:38 pm
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