Surrey City Council
      January 6th, 2014
       Regular Meeting
7:00 pm

Present:
Mayor:  Terry Johnson. Council Members:  Leann Alexander, Rod Hjelden, Jason Strand, Steve Fennewald and Karla Walsh.  Public Works Director:  Kent Wood.  City Engineer:  Antonio Conti.  Deputy Auditor:  Jenny Johns acting as recorder.
REGULAR MEETING
Mayor Johnson called the meeting to order at 7:01 pm.

Review & Approval of Minutes and Financial/Other Reports:
Mayor Johnson asked for a motion to approve the consent agenda and the financial reports, including bills to be paid in the amount of $125,744.64 and payroll in the amount of $53,040.42.  Fennewald made a motion to approve the consent agenda and financial reports.  Hjelden seconded.  Mayor Johnson asked if there was any discussion or additions.  Fennewald asked to add Tax Statements to the Agenda.  Roll Call:  Fennewald-aye; Hjelden-aye; Alexander-aye; Strand-aye; Walsh-aye.
Unfinished Business:
Discussion ensued on the Proposal given by the Park Board.  Mayor Johnson asked for a motion to approve or deny.  Strand made a motion to approve the proposal with the changes made to number 2 stating, “The City of Surrey will mow park property and ball diamonds as needed”.  Hjelden seconded.  Roll Call:  Strand-aye; Hjelden-aye; Walsh-aye; Fennewald-aye; Alexander-aye.
Monthly Business/Engineer’s Report:
Discussion ensued on the Water System Improvements Grant.  City Engineer Conti explained that there is a deadline and a decision will need to be made by the end of January.  Conti said that Council would need to make a motion to approve the contract.  Conti explained that if the contract is approved and signed, they still have two years to use the money.  Discussion ensued.  Hjelden made a motion to approve the contract.  Strand seconded.  Roll Call:  Hjelden-aye; Strand-aye; Walsh-aye; Fennewald-aye; Alexander-aye.

Engineer Conti addressed Council with the Special Assessment numbers for the Water System Improvements.  Jung discussed that his property should be exempt unless it is being developed.  Conti asked Council if he should move forward with the Special Assessment.  Johnson stated the Special Assessment would need to move forward.  Hjelden made a motion to pursue with the Special Assessment.  Strand seconded.  Roll Call:  Hjelden-aye; Strand-aye; Walsh-aye; Alexander-aye; Fennewald-aye.

Discussion ensued on the time extension and pay request from Bechtold Paving.  Conti updated Council on the work being done in the SW area of town.  Public Works Director Wood stated that the mandrel test did not pass in this area.  Discussion ensued.  Fennewald made a motion to pay them and give an extension until the groundwork is done.  Walsh seconded.  Roll Call:  Fennewald-aye; Walsh-aye; Strand-aye; Hjelden-aye; Alexander-aye.
Public Works:
Public Works Director Wood discussed the purchase of the pickup that was approved in the 2014 Budget.  Wood brought a comparison of “new versus used” and asked Council which way they would like him to go.  Council concurred to stick to the $20,000 budgeted amount, but to check on extra-inventory items in the Public Works Department that could be sold for the possibility of a second vehicle purchase.
Police:
Acting Chief of Police Luis Coca II discussed sending Officer Fink to Chemical Test Operator Training in Bismarck, which will eliminate a blood draw during a DUI arrest.  Fennewald made a motion to approve the training.  Walsh seconded.  Roll Call:  Fennewald-aye; Walsh-aye; Hjelden-aye; Alexander-aye; Strand-aye.

Coca discussed sending Officer Coca III to a Domestic Violence/Stalker Training in Mohall.  Fennewald made a motion to approve the training.  Hjelden seconded.  Roll Call:  Fennewald-aye; Hjelden-aye; Alexander-aye; Strand-aye; Walsh-aye.
Coca addressed Council with the quote from Mid-States for the equipment needed for the new police vehicle. Coca was asked to receive more quotes to try and reduce the costs.

Discussion ensued on the Chief of Police position.  Interviews will be set up when Police Commissioner Schmidt is available. Coca stated that he would like to get the new chief started as soon as possible.

City Administrator:
Discussion ensued on the nominating petitions and that they are ready to be picked up; petitions will need to be turned in by April 7, 2014, by 4:00 pm, to be considered for the Election.

Discussion ensued on the stale payroll checks that have not been cashed from 2012.  Deputy Auditor Johns asked Council if City Administrator Vaagen could reissue them.  Council concurred to reissue the checks and to get every person on the City of Surrey’s payroll signed up for Direct Deposit.

Discussion ensued on the Designation of Depositories, which needs to be readdressed every two years.  City Administrator Vaagen recommended Bremer Bank and First Western Bank.  Walsh made a motion to designate Bremer and First Western Banks as the city’s official depositories.
Other Business:
Discussion ensued on the Tax Statements being sent out to the TIF District.  Council advised to have Vaagen call the Ward County Auditor to discuss having the two statements being combined into one for banking purposes.
Coca informed Council that there would be a self-defense class for women on February 15 at 2:00 pm.  The women will be allowed to practice self-defense moves with the “Redman”.  This event is part of the Neighborhood Watch Program.
Walsh made a motion to adjourn at 8:10 pm.
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