Preliminary Budget Meeting
City of Surrey
August 3, 2020
6:00 PM

Present: Chuck Tollefson, Mike Thiesen, Jenny Johns, Brent Dickinson, Twila Gantzer, Steve Fennewald, Elaine Christianson.
Also present:  Diane Fugere, AJ Waller, Anita Trana, Anna Olson

Fugere made the recommended changes to the preliminary budget per the special meeting on July 29, 2020.

Christianson stated she’d like to see a $15,000 reduction in the general fund expenses.   She wants the number of mills and the amount of the levy last year to stay comparable to this year’s and that we don’t increase it. 

Gantzer asked if Fugere had any suggestions as to where we can make cuts.   Fugere stated that the increase in state aid to the park was a big part of the increased levy amount. 

Fennewald stated he and Tollefson spoke with Kevin Howe about the Chief of Police position.   Kevin would work roughly 20 hours a week and make no more than $18,000 a year and would want to drive the police department’s white pickup to and from work and hire a part time officer to replace his current position.  He stated he would be willing to do this for a few years.  Discussion followed on coverage, especially at the school.  Olson explained the officer’s current schedules.  Johns explained the $26,200 should be in the capital outlay budget and not in the police general fund budget.  

Johns stated the first 1000 gallons is not included in the base rate for water anymore and asked Fugere when that happened.  Fugere stated it was that way when she started with the city.   She said, normally, the first 999 gallons is included in the base and that somewhere along the line, that got switched so she ran other numbers and an average 24 million gallons would result in an estimated revenue for water is up to $318,000 instead of $285,000.  Fugere stated the city has not made that kind of money in water sales ever.   Johns discussed possibly changing the ratios in wages from the water fund.  

Thiesen asked if they were still going to do interviews; Christianson stated that should be talked about at the regular meeting.  Discussion on police patrol cars.  Gantzer asked if the city is still being paid $6,000 for the clerk doing park books.  

Johns discussed health insurance premium increases.  Fugere stated she’s talked to Carmen with BCBS awhile ago and she couldn’t give a percentage.   Johns stated Howe does not need employer health insurance.

At this time, the park board joined the meeting to discuss state aid with council.  Steve Quist discussed the letter he sent to the city at the previous preliminary budget meeting.   Fennewald asked if they wanted a certain percentage of the $90,000, Quist said yes.  Percentages given in the past were discussed.  Information received in 2014 from the internal auditor was discussed.  Thiesen stated an agreement was never put in place.  Dickinson asked if we have information on what other cities give their park districts.   Trana gave information on percentages other small cities give their park districts.  Christianson stated she’s considering 15%.  Gantzer discussed several percentages and what they amount to.  Johns discussed a few scenarios; 5-year agreement.   Christianson asked about the garbage reserve ($33,500) that was discussed at the previous meeting and possibly earmarking a portion of that fund to  go to the park to give them a boost for the new park.   Discussion on the costs associated with the new park, fund raising projects in process, support from residents living in that area of town.  Christianson move to give $10,000 of the garbage reserve fund (at year-end) to go to the park and 15% of the annual state aid each year beginning in the 2021 budget, Gantzer seconded.  Fennewald asked if the $10,000 was up for debate.  Discussion on the fact that there is no contract at this time.  Christianson stated this is the agreement for now until it’s changed at a later date.   Fennewald stated he likes the 15% but would like the $10,000 reduced to $5,000.  Mayor Tollefson called for the vote:  Christianson -yes; Gantzer – yes; Thiesen – yes; Johns – no; Fennewald – yes; Dickinson – no, motion carried. 
Quist informed council they are planning a car show and chili contest.  Discussion on liquor being served.  Council approval was given for the car show and chili contest.  

Park board/council meeting was adjourned at 7:00 pm.

Gantzer asked if the complete minutes were published in the paper, Fugere said only the motions.  Christianson moved to approve the minutes, Johns seconded;  Christianson – yes; Johns – yes; Thiesen  - yes; Fennewald – yes; Gantzer – yes; Dickinson – yes, motion carried.

Fennewald asked about getting copies of receipts on bills and asked if she could provide copies of receipts as the Black Mountain reports are hard to follow.  Christianson stated she likes to see the funds.  Gantzer asked why Christianson, Dickinson and Fennewald were all paid for three meeting but Gantzer, Thiesen and Johns were only paid for two, it was determined that, due to paperwork not received by the city, Christianson, Dickinson and Fennewald were paid for the June meeting in July.   Gantzer moved to approve payroll and bills, Dickinson seconded;  Gantzer – yes; Dickinson – yes; Christianson  - yes; Thiesen – yes; Johns -yes; Fennewald – yes, motion carried. 

Christianson asked about having park board information removed from the financial reports.  Fugere indicated she can do it on some reports but she’s not sure on the Cash Report but that she would check.  Christianson talked about the TIF revenue in July being a negative and Ward County was contacted and said it could have been an NSF check.  Christianson moved to approve the financial reports, Fennewald seconded; Christianson - yes Fennewald – yes; Dickinson – yes; Thiesen – yes; Johns – yes; Gantzer – yes, motion carried. 

Fennewald asked about adding items to the agenda; meetings on Facebook; Gantzer asked to add complaints to the agenda; Fennewald asked to add the Badke issue under Public Works.

Tollefson indicated council needs to go into Executive Session.  Terra Knipp asked if council said in previous meetings, we’re not going to pay this bill?  If this was public before, why does it have to go into Executive Session now.  Attorney Schultz stated, it’s a different thing.  

Thiesen moved to go into Executive Session for attorney consultation regarding correspondence from Patrick Waters, Gantzer seconded; Thiesen – yes; Gantzer – yes; Johns – yes; Fennewald – no; Christianson – yes; Dickinson -yes; motion carried.  Executive session began at 7:15 pm, attended by all member of council, City Attorney Schultz and City Administrator Diane Fugere.  At 7:37 pm Gantzer moved to end Executive Session, Fennewald seconded; Gantzer – yes; Fennewald – yes; Christianson – yes; Dickinson – yes; Johns – yes; Thiesen – yes, motion carried.  Thiesen moved to authorize the city attorney to provide notice to Mr. Waters that Surrey will not perform any investigation concerning the city truther email because we are unable to come to terms for the investigation, Gantzer seconded; Thiesen – yes; Gantzer – yes; Johns – yes; Fennewald – yes; Christianson – yes; Dickinson – yes; motion carried.  

Discussion on 2nd reading of Ordinance 9-0117. Property Owner Liable for Repairs.  Christianson would like to see a time frame added to the ordinance.  Discussion followed.   

Christianson moved to approve on 2nd reading, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF SURREY:
9.0117	Property Owner Liable for Repairs Made by the City.
At any time when the service pipe from the city water main to the meter becomes out to repair or replacement, is frozen up, or damaged by frost or otherwise, the City Superintendent of Water and Sewer property owner shall cause such service pipe to be repaired at the cost and expense of the property owner of the property served by such service pipe, upon twenty-four hours of becoming aware of the need of such repair or replacement, by utilizing any person licensed in the State of North Dakota to do so;  If the property owner shall fail to do so within the time proscribed herein, the Surrey Public Works Department shall cause the service pipe to be repaired or replaced, and upon completion of such repair or replacement, the property owner shall pay the costs there of within 30 days, or the water shall be left turned off and shall remain turned off until such time as the costs of such repair or replacement are paid by the property owner.  If the property owner does not pay the amount of the repair before that year’s deadline for reporting assessments to the county, the unpaid amount shall be assessed against the property.  Johns seconded:  Christianson – yes; Johns – yes; Gantzer – yes; Theisen – yes; Fennewald – yes; Dickinson – yes; motion carried.  

Fugere reported finding an EAP policy for city employees which includes a $25,000 insurance policy for a total of $720.00 per year, rather than paying $1,500 to The Village for just the EAP.   Johns moved to approve, Fennewald seconded; Johns – yes; Fennewald – yes; Christianson – yes; Dickinson – yes; Thiesen – yes; Gantzer – yes, motion carried.

Fugere reported Wade Mueller said he paid the sewer hookup fee at the same time he paid the water hookup fee.  Wade said Karla Harmel was in the office at the time and told him he had to pay both even though he wasn’t hooked up to city sewer. 

Discussion on Park/City land and special assessments.  Council reviewed information Fugere said she believes is what was advertised in the newspaper on the specials and found they were assessed zero on both properties.   The Park Board has an ordinance approved on 1st reading regarding Purchasing and Disposition of Property in the event of Dissolution of the Park Board.   Fennewald doesn’t know why the city should give the land to the park board.   Johns discussed a 99-year lease on the properties to the park board.  Trana discussed residents who would like to have their property extended to the tree row in Silver Springs.  Johns stated that is a terrible idea as there are easements along there.  The deed that was previously approved has not been recorded due to the special assessment issue.  Johns moved to authorize the city attorney draft a 99-year lease agreement for all of the park properties within the City of Surrey to the Surrey Park District for $1.00 and remove the special assessments on the two lots in Silver Springs, Christianson seconded, Johns – yes; Christianson – yes; Fennewald – yes; Dickinson – yes; Thiesen – yes; Gantzer -yes, motion carried.  

The dump truck purchase was tabled.

Johns moved to approve purchase of a sewer camera up to $2,000, Thiesen seconded; Johns – yes – Thiesen – yes; Gantzer – yes; Dickinson – yes; Christianson – yes; Fennewald – yes; motion carried.

Waller discussed problems with the lagoon; he and Bob Olson tried to locate the equalization line between cell 2 and cell 3.  On cell 2 they found the concrete that goes around the end of the line; tried running the jetter through it and it only went in about 3’ and found the line is not attached so they could not run the jetter through there.  He spoke with the city engineer about it and he recommended it be repaired sometime in the future.  Waller wanted it on record that it was brought before council for a plan to repair it in the future.  Discussion followed.  Johns discussed a more affordable fix for the problem.    

Tollefson discussed lots in Silver Springs needing to be mowed and a resident in town who is supposed to be taking care of these properties.  Fennewald stated he no longer lives in the city.  Tollefson spoke with their realtor, Micky Venable, who told him Mr. Sylvester is supposed to be taking care of the properties.   Discussion on the city mowing the lots and send them a bill or certifying it to the county in November.  Fennewald stated the properties were in the paper this weekend for foreclosure by the county.  Fugere stated three lots have been mowed by Olson and invoices sent and that they were all paid.  Fugere will contact the realtor involved with the lots.  Fennewald discussed putting a notice in the newspaper.   

Council reviewed correspondence regarding the termination of the Odyssey Program.  Discussion followed.  Johns talked about using Quickbooks as they’d done in the past.  

Thiesen discussed the timing of packets to council members.  He’d like to see them out the Friday before the Monday meeting.  Discussion followed.   Consensus was to let Fugere decide when to cut off information and get packets out.

Fennewald stated he and Tollefson met with Kevin Howe about taking the Chief of Police position on an interim, part time basis at $18,000 per year; 20 hours per week.  We would keep the two full-time officers and hire another part-time officer.  Discussion followed on hours and coverage.   Fennewald stated Howe can start August 12th at $23.50 per hour.   Dickinson moved to hire Kevin Howe as Chief of Police at a salary of $18,000.00 per year, starting August 12th at 20 hours per week with use of the police pickup to drive back and forth to work, fuel for the pickup and liability insurance, Johns seconded; Dickinson – yes; Johns – yes; Christianson – yes; Fennewald- yes; Thiesen – no; Gantzer – yes, motion carried.

Fennewald would like the council meetings aired in some way.  Discussion followed.  Fugere discussed using YouTube.
Council decided to try YouTube to see how it works. 

Gantzer discussed complaints filed by residents in the past.  Terra Knipp read information regarding the complaints and it was dismissed by the Mayor.  Gantzer was dismissed when asking if something was going to be happening with them.  
It is in the Leadership Code how complaints are to be treated and this is the way it’s been done before and we  need to continue doing that.   It needs to be documented; the council needs to document these issues.   Dickinson asked, what are they?  Gantzer stated, they were in the last packet.  Gantzer stated, I understand we all get frustrated at times and we all like to say our fair share but, sitting behind this table and being elected officials, we are held to a higher standard.  We just can’t keep doing this.  Dickinson said, you’re bringing up stuff we already talked about, I’ve got a lot to say too if you want to go there.  I wasn’t done, I tabled my complaint.  Gantzer said, I asked the mayor to write a letter to put in your file because that’s what he’s done previously to other members of the audience….. Dickinson said, when they keep getting complaints like that, then I’m going to start filing harassment charges against my name being constantly used.  Gantzer said, you have a complaint right here that you filed against every one of us.  Dickinson said, yup.  Gantzer said, but you didn’t want to talk about it at the meeting.  So that’s on you, not me.  I’m talking about these two other complaints.  Dickinson said, well Amber had a complaint in there too and it didn’t get addressed.  Gantzer said, that’s what I’m talking about.   Dickinson said, I’ll write them up every day, I have enough to do on that if you want to go there, that’s fine.   Gantzer said, that’s not the point.  Dickinson said, I had another complaint, you guys.  An audience member said, I think the point she’s trying to make is that it’s not about any one person in particular, it’s why have it in the ordinance (Code of Ethics) if it isn’t being enforced.   Discussion on Leadership Code not being a legal document.  Everyone talking at once.   Knipp asked, if we file a complaint like we’re supposed to and we give it to whoever we are supposed to, if nothing is discussed or done then what is our recourse.  Johns said, you have every right to do a recall.  
Dickinson said, it’s hearsay.  Knipp said, I’m not talking about hearsay, I’m talking about when you have proof of something and you bring it, when we hand in proof to the city and say, this is disturbing and this shouldn’t happen.  Then we expect something to be done and if nothing is done then what’s our recourse.  Dickinson said, I think it’s completely disturbing on social media when you’re….  Tollefson said, I think we’ve all had issues with that.  At the last meeting or the first meeting after the election I mentioned that we were pulling all of the letters in people’s files and so, we’re all going to try hard to do it better from now on.   Gantzer said,  but you can’t pull letters out of people’s files, those are permanent files when they are put in a file.   Tollefson said, really?  Okay.  Knipp asked, does that mean no one gets reprimanded anymore?  I understand where you’re coming from.  Johns said, in our ordinance it doesn’t state anywhere where it can be reprimanded, you guys have the right to recall any one of us, that’s the only recourse there is.  Removing Brent was illegal, we can all admit to that.   Fennewald said, no, I’ll never admit to that.  Fennewald asked, so Terra, you had a complaint last month and it wasn’t addressed is what you are saying?  Exactly and I want to make this very, very clear; I never asked, I know Jenny said something about it wasn’t on the agenda.  I did not ask to speak; I gave that letter to Diane and then I sent it to the council members.  I didn’t have an email for Brent or I would have sent one to him also.  I didn’t know until I sat in this chair and somebody from this area said, well Terra, do you want to read this. That’s the only reason I got up and read it.  I read the complaint that you already had in front of you.  This complaint wasn’t hearsay, this was actual truth.  Fennewald asked, and the complaint was what?   Knipp replied, the complaint was Brent putting on Facebook speaking about the corruption of the city council six hours after he was sworn in on city council, saying everybody was corrupt, which means the mayor, means everybody on the council and I thought saying something like that, if you’re going to call someone corrupt either step up and explain it to everybody, what the corruption is, with the entire  council or that maybe somebody was just spouting off because they were upset about something then that’s not the appropriate place to put your grievances; on Facebook, talking as a council person.
Fennewald said, then we had a meeting after that and I think at that time, as a council, aired out some differences and once, I guess, I gave him the mulligan, I was done.  Knipp:  You told me you talked to Chuck and he won’t do it again, you gave him the mulligan but don’t do it again.   Unfortunately, it happened again.  Fennewald:  it happened again, like another complaint?  Knipp:  yes.  Fennewald:  was there a complaint on that Facebook post?  Knipp:  Not yet.  Fennewald:  then I’m done with the conversation.  Dickinson:  I’d like to know; show it to us.  You don’t have one.  Christianson:  does it have to be a formal complaint?   Gantzer:  what are these papers worth then?  They are worth nothing, because we didn’t do anything about it.  Dickinson:  Here’s something that, Surrey Home Rule Charter, remember when that got voted on, back in, I can’t remember what year; 2012?  Do you know to have a Surrey Home Rule Charter you have to put your ordinances in there, what you want them to be?  You can’t just say, we have a Surrey Home Rule Charter, you have to ordinance written down to remove a council member; to do everything that you want to do involving that Surrey Home Rule Charter.  You can’t just say we have a Surrey Home rule Charter, you have to ordinance under that to remove a council member; to discipline, to do anything.  Fennewald:  And that’s how you understand it to be, that’s fine.  In my opinion, being a Home Rule Charter, it’s almost like we act as a corporation.  Dickinson:  you can’t just fall off of….  Johns:  You can never supersede the Century Code though.   Gantzer:  I want to know, as a council member….   Dickinson:  So, you’re happy then, when the mayor writes me up?  Is that what the deal is?   Gantzer:  no, that’s not my point.  My point is, what are we going to do when someone files a complaint?  Just say, oh, yes, that’s a mulligan, you get a mulligan; how many do you get?   There has to be some sort of… Fennewald:  I think it’s still in there, she would need to write a complaint.  Gantzer:  I’m not talking about her complaint, I’m talking about these two complaints, even three if you want, Brent has one too.   Against every one of us.  Fennewald:  And my understanding with this was…..   All talking at once.   Dickinson: … to make it so there wasn’t a fight like you brought up tonight Twila.  Gantzer:  I’m not bringing up a fight Brent.  I’m asking a simple question.  I don’t want to fight; I just want to know what the rule of thumb is.  Tollefson:  what do you want for an answer?   Christianson:  The truth of the matter is that we did not address Amber’s complaint that night.  I talked about how I would love to move on as a council, but we did deny Amber anything because we didn’t address her specific concerns as a resident.   Knipp:  wouldn’t you have to get on the agenda for that?  If somebody files a complaint with a council member, doesn’t it go to the mayor then?
Fennewald:  I would assume so.  Knipp:  If Amber wants to address here, she could get on the agenda and read her complaint.  You guys all had the complaint, I didn’t need to read it to you last time, because you guys all had it.  Correct me if I’m wrong; once a complaint gets filed and goes to Diane, you give it to Chuck?  Fugere: yes.  Knipp:  and does it go to the council members?  Dickinson:  She just emails it to all of them.  Knipp:  how do you get it Brent, you don’t have email, so how do you get it?  Thiesen:  she sent it to everybody.  Diane didn’t send it to anybody.   Dickinson:  I thought Diane sent it to all council members.  Thiesen:  no, Terra sent it.  Terra:  I did, and I didn’t have an email address for you or else I’d have sent it to you.  Dickinson:  Isn’t it pretty much you that has the complaints and…..   All talking at once.
Dickinson:  You know why I didn’t……no, I’m talking here.  If I was the one; when Amber did do her complaint, basically after Elaine talked, I let mine drop to basically stop a fight.   Just so we didn’t do what we are doing right now.   Knipp:  I understand that, I’m just saying that it should have gone to Diane and Chuck.  I sent it to the council member and would have sent it to you but you don’t have email otherwise, I would have definitely given it to you.  I wasn’t hiding anything and I have filed one complaint in this city in 22 years.   Johns:  aren’t we setting up some type of ethics committee thing?  Mr. Attorney, wouldn’t that be the perfect spot for complaints regarding….   Attorney Schultz:  I wrote an Ethics Committee ordinance and it’s been circulated in the packets.  I wanted to make sure you got a chance to read it before we talk about it because its 16 pages long.      Johns:  Like, we are going to pick some people from the community to sit on this Ethics Committee to help us?   Attorney Schultz:  Alright, in the briefest nutshell I can think of to say; this proposed ordinance that I drafted on my own free time and have not billed the city for, creates a quasi-independent investigative and hearing body to separately review complaints on a newly formed code of ethics that is actually an ordinance and can be enforced.  Johns, I love it and we just pick people from the city.  Attorney:  It’s done by election.
Someone:  What kind of enforcement would be taking place?  Attorney:  They propose disciplinary recommendations to the council who then acts.  And if the council goes above, they have to provide notice, they can do anything below the strictness.  Johns:  kind of like the Century Code, we can do anything up to but not supersede the Century Code.  Attorney:  well, if you do, you need to provide notice and give everybody a chance to make a case against it.  In a very brief nutshell, that’s what it is.  Someone:  I have a question.  Twila, does that fit in with what you were pleading with the rest of the council to recognize what to do with complaints?   Gantzer:  yes, that’s what I want to know.   There’s also a couple of preliminary stages so you don’t automatically get a full-blown hearing.   You have to have a stage where are we even alleging something that would constitute an ethics violation.  And then there’s a preliminary determination on whether there is enough information to even have a hearing.  So there are a couple of stages to basically get rid of unsubstantiated complaints.   Knipp:  wouldn’t there just be a way if it went to Diane then to Chuck and then Chuck just went over to……  Dickinson:  Why are you talking (inaudible)…….  Knipp:   and Chuck just said hey we had this complaint, we talked about it, I’m just going to note that.   Tollefson:  yup.  Knipp:  that’s what I’m saying and that’s all you do the first time, then if it happens again, I’m not going to say Brent, it could be anybody up here.  Tollefson:  We didn’t document anything we just…..  Gantzer:  That’s what I mean.  All talking at once.  Dickinson:  What’s your city ordinance say?  You don’t have one.  Tollefson:  Amber.  Amber Thiesen:  okay, I just want to say, in my complaint last month, I didn’t want to read it, I wanted everyone to see it on paper, how I felt, it’s happened more than once.  I want something in place like she’s talking about, saying, okay, we’ll wipe the slate clean for everybody.  When this happens again, what are we going to do?  You can’t just keep saying, oh, it’s okay, just don’t do it again, for everybody, there has to something in place for when it happens.  Fennewald:  And I would totally agree.  Dickinson:  so, I would like to respond.  So that comment, that post, that I said about Luis and you guys.  And I called your husband and apologized, went to basketball practice with my kid, talked to you, multiple times, that was in September.  I got removed off the council in January for that comment, that I made right?  That wasn’t quite good enough for you?   Amber Thiesen:  Well, you’re back, that’s the point.  Dickinson:  I got voted in, and you know what?  There is something called the first amendment too and, you know what, if I say…   Mike Thiesen:  Can we get back on track please?  Amber Thiesen:  Brent, that is my point, you get…..  Dickinson:  how many times….  Tollefson:  okay.  Dickinson:  have you sat and said social media comments when your husband is on council.  Christianson:  Okay, as council vice president, I’m going to intervene here, I’m expecting Mike to not say anything, like what I would like to see and what I want to  hear from you guys, just briefly, really quickly is, again, we don’t want to go through this and there needs to be procedures in place.  I don’t know what the procedures are, I don’t know if anybody knows what they are.  Like Jenny said, by creating this Ethics ordinance and having stuff in place, that’s what we need.   Both as council and as residents to follow through on.   Knipp:  you have that, in your code and I know it’s not a legal document, but you do have a guideline to put come teeth in it and this goes for, I don’t care if Steve goes out there and does whatever he does and gets in trouble, I hate that it seems like we are picking on Brent because that’s exactly what it feels like and that’ s not my intent.  Dickinson:  well, who’s name is usually in your guys social media?  Mine!  All talking at once.  Christianson:  So, lets move on from this with the intention that we one hundred percent are going to follow through with our attorney to look into that ethics ordinance.  Tollefson:  didn’t we pass an ordinance on first reading, about a month ago.  Fennewald:  no.  Tollefson:  disorderly conduct.  Attorney:  it never got a second reading.  Tollefson:  what happened?  Christianson:  the verbiage.  Mike Thiesen:  you didn’t bring it up again.  Fennewald:  I think you have to write the complaint and it goes to Chuck, which goes to council.  Is this what you are talking about, it’s a screenshot of a Facebook post.  Knipp: that I gave you?
Fennewald:  correct.  Knipp:  that one is hearsay.  Fennewald:  this is not a complaint?  Knipp:  no, forget that’s even there.  Dickinson:  I’m not even on there, that’ snot my information.  All talking at once.  Tollefson:  that’s enough.

Officer Olson asked about the chief position and as far as the other applicants is council not planning to interview anyone now and sending out letters letting them know council’s decision.   Discussion on an ad for a part-time position, Howe will be handling the matter.  

Waller reported on the progress in burning the tree dump, getting things ready for a state inspection on water and wastewater.   Dickinson asked why public works didn’t wait until winter to burn.  Waller stated the tree dump was completely full with no room to dump anything.  Dickinson asked if it got burned last winter, Waller said no, it’s not been burned in three years and his understanding was there had to be snow on the ground and he didn’t feel there was enough snow to justify doing it.  After talking to the state inspector, he found you didn’t have to have snow on the ground but had to meet certain criteria.   Once that criteria was met they were able to start burning.  

Thiesen discussed complaints by Chuck Bone adke about the end of the road by his residence.  Both Thiesen and Fennewald took a look at it and took pictures.  Thiesen didn’t see an issue there but will be talking to Badke in the next week.  Discussion on mowing in that area.  

Trana reported receiving information that the governor has proposed police reimbursement for the months of March – September 2020 due to the pandemic.  If approved, cities would be given the opportunity to submit payroll reimbursement for emergency responders.  

Fugere asked permission to pay a couple bills that came in after packets went out:  Railroad Management Co. for sewer line crossing and water line crossing in the amount of $892.33 and Cenex in the amount of $877.77 for fuel.  Thiesen moved to pay, Gantzer seconded; Thiesen – yes; Gantzer – yes; Johns – yes; Fennewald – yes; Christianson – yes; Dickinson -yes, motion carried.  

The preliminary budget was reviewed for final approval.   Christianson moved to approve the preliminary budget with changes discussed in today’s earlier meetings, Fennewald seconded; Christianson – yes; Fennewald – yes; Dickinson – yes; Johns – yes; Gantzer – yes; motion carried.
Fennewald asked when the final budget meeting would be held.  Johns indicated the end of September.  

Dickinson asked who the summer help was that was mowing.   Fugere stated it was Rebecca.  Dickinson asked if council approved that. Fugere explained she was hired through a temp agency to help with crack sealing and when that it was  completed, we needed summer help and she was kept on for that purpose.   Dickinson asked if that should have been approved by council.  Fugere stated we budgeted for summer help.  Fennewald stated it’s like the new police chief, he will do the hiring of the part-time officer, it doesn’t have to come to council.  

Waller discussed disposal of appliances and selling the trailer.  

Johns moved to adjourn.  





