City of Surrey
Regular Council Meeting
October 5, 2020

Present:  Chuck Tollefson, Mike Thiesen, Twila Gantzer, Steve Fennewald, Elaine Christianson, Brent Dickinson, Jenny Johns  Absent:  none
Also Present:  Diane Fugere, Anita Trana, AJ Waller, Connor Kircher, Attorney Andrew Schultz

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Regarding the September 8, 2020 minutes, Christianson pointed out Thiesen’s vote was missing and asked that it be added.  Discussion on the Ordinance Committee appointments at last month’s meeting; Tollefson discussed the minutes of the September 8th meeting pertaining to the attorney fees for the subpoenas and the fact that there was no amount included.  It was determined to be a total of $5,400 or $900 per person subpoenaed.  Gantzer moved to approve the minutes of September 8th, 15th and 24th as corrected, Fennewald seconded; Gantzer – yes; Fennewald – yes; Dickinson – yes;  Christianson – yes; Johns – no; Thiesen – yes; motion carried. 

Johns asked about a transfer out balance on the Cash Report in the General Fund, Fugere will check on it tomorrow and get her the answer.  Christianson moved to approve the payroll and bills, pending the answer to the question,  Gantzer - seconded; Christianson – yes; Gantzer – yes; Dickinson – yes; Fennewald – yes; Thiesen – yes, motion carried.
   
Fennewald moved to approve the financial reports, Christianson seconded; Fennewald – yes; Christianson – yes; Gantzer – yes; Dickinson – yes; Thiesen - yes; motion carried.

Thiesen asked Mayor Tollefson if he found someone for the third seat on the Ordinance Committee, Tollefson said not yet.  Kim Shaw indicated the Planning & Zoning Committee will be reviewing Chapter 7 & 12 of the ordinances, pertaining to Planning and Zoning.  Thiesen thanked her.  

Tollefson opened the sealed bids received for the Dump Truck:
	Arnold Berg				$5,700
	Accent Plumbing/Wayne Shipley	$6,500
	Jay Haas				$6,100
	John Doyle				$5,500
Fennewald moved to sell to the high bidder, Wayne Shipley, Accent Plumbing for $6,500, Thiesen seconded;  Fennewald – yes; Thiesen – yes; Gantzer – yes; Johns – yes; Dickinson – yes; Christianson – yes, motion carried.

Steve Olson appeared before council to discuss his Conditional Use Permit requesting permission to approve 3 existing mobile homes, one of which was updated, and a newer model was brought in with a permit from Ward County.  Olson reported Planning & Zoning recommended approval of the request to council for action.  Excerpt of the Planning & Zoning minutes motion:  Ms. Shaw moved to provide recommendation that the city council approve a conditional use permit for the Olson Etal to allow the existing structures to remain as is on the property located at 9560 11th Ave SE Minot with contingency that a building permit be obtained for the 3 trailer homes, they meet both Surrey City and ND Building Code for trailer court standards and that a certificate of occupancy be met.  Motion 2nd by Mr. Atterton.  Roll call vote:  Ms. Shaw-Aye, Mr. Atterton – Aye, Mr. Nelson – Nay, motion carried.   Olson explained the original Conditional Use Permit approved several years ago was to be updated every 2 years, but it never was updated which voided the permit and now he is reapplying for the same thing.  Discussion followed.   Johns moved to approve the Planning & Zoning recommendation; Dickinson seconded.  Bob Kraus spoke against the motion.  Fennewald discussed the work on the pole barn from 2015.  Shaw said it is all grandfathered in.  Thiesen read the Planning & Zoning motion aloud.  Johns added a 90-day compliance deadline on all the conditions to her motion, discussion.  Johns amended the motion to give a deadline of April 30, 2021 to meet all conditions; Johns – yes; Dickinson -  yes; Thiesen – yes; Gantzer – yes; Fennewald – no; Christianson – yes, motion carried.

Council reviewed revisions to the Clerk job position suggested by Fugere as follows:
SPECIFIC DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
Add:						Remove:
Run Black Mountain water billing monthly	Issue Building permits
Clerk park meetings				Maintaining Specials Tax Roll			
Run T-Ball & Pee Wee Ball programs
Advertise summer employment positions/set up interviews
Scheduling
Dickinson moved to approve as presented, Christianson seconded; Dickinson – yes; Christianson – yes; Fennewald – yes; Gantzer – yes; Thiesen – yes; Johns – yes, motion carried.

Thiesen asked about the previous discussion and vote on the Olson matter and if there should have been consequences added if the conditions are not met.  Attorney Schultz indicated there are.

Discussion on changing utilities rates to coincide with the 2021 budget.  Thiesen moved to make the following changes effective January 1, 2021:
Water Rate:  increase from $6.65 to $7 per 1000 gallons
Vector Control Rate:  decrease from $3.00 to $1.50
Garbage Rate: Decrease from $18.00 to $16.50/month
Johns seconded; Thiesen – yes; Johns – yes; Gantzer – yes; Fennewald – yes; Christianson -yes; Dickinson -yes, motion carried.

Fennewald discussed street sweeping and constant breakdowns with the it.  Discussion followed; the matter was tabled.

Engineer’s Report:
Council reviewed an email from AE2S on Sam Lopez’s request to purchase the property in his backyard from the city.  The area is a major drain way designed to provide the control that is necessary to protect all of the upstream and downstream homeowners and can not be improved with fences, fill, trees, etc. that could impede the drainage of this area unless another extensive hydraulic analysis was done.  They recommended the city keep the land and work to maintain the area as it is a vital area for drainage through the development.  Thiesen moved to follow the recommendations of the city engineer and retain the property, Johns seconded; Thiesen – yes; Johns – yes; Gantzer – yes; Dickinson -yes; Christianson – yes; Fennewald – yes, motion carried.

Public Works -  Waller reported the following work completed:
· Changed broken valve box tops
· Ordered the new fogger
· Cleaned up tree dump
· Prep new Dump Truck for upcoming winter months
· Take plows to Joes for repair
· Had loader serviced at RDO/fixed all non-working lights
· Installed heater/AC unit from front office to the records room
· Walked City Hall and Public Works roof and silicone holes
· Repaired work bench in shop
· Installed new door to Police Department
· Returned rental tractor
· Inspected/tested all city civil defense sirens
· Clean/organize shop to make room for winter equipment 
Dickinson asked Waller if the work on 4th Street was done, Waller said no as they had the old dump truck cleaned up and ready for sale and we hadn’t received the title to the new dump truck yet.  Dickinson stated they’d had 30 days since the last meeting.  Dickinson then mentioned a big evergreen or a big firebush in the fence in the back.  Fennewald stated he hadn’t seen it.  Dickinson stated that Fennewald has mentioned multiple times that we need 4th Street fixed before freeze up.  Waller stated they are waiting on the title to get back from DOT.   Dickinson stated it ain’t a big deal, there’s no excuse for it, it’s the city’s property, it’s not Badke’s property, it’s not no one else’s.  I make a motion to fire you immediately, I think you are doing an inadequate job.  You were told by Steve to do this a long time ago, public works commissioner, not me, we discussed it in here.  Thiesen stated this is not the place to be having this conversation Brent.  Dickinson stated, yes, it is.  Fugere stated that no one at the council table knows how hard AJ and John work except herself.  Dickinson stated, if you’re the administrator you should be making sure he does what he’s supposed to do.  Fugere stated, well then fire me too.  Dickinson stated, I’d love to.   Resident Karla Walsh spoke to council about a set way the council members should be addressing problems with staff and it is not done in a public meeting, you have a personnel commissioner, you have a public works commissioner, you have a city administrator.  Doing it openly, in public to try to disparage one specific person or two specific people because you have a personal beef with them….
Dickinson said, not it’s not a personal beef Karla.  Thiesen asked Dickinson to please allow people to finish their statement before he interrupts, please!  Walsh stated, there is a way to do it and this is not the way to do it because it looks poorly on this entire city, including all of the people sitting behind that table.   If you have issues, I would suggest putting them in writing and giving them to the city administrator, that’s the way it’s supposed to be done.  

Fugere informed council the city should not be using tax dollars for the annual Christmas party as has been done in the past.  Trana had spoken with auditor’s Rath & Mehrer and they agreed.   Discussion followed.  

Terra Knipp thanked Diane and whoever is out decorating the streets and stated how nice it looked.  Fugere indicated thanks was due to Auditor Trana.  

Auditor Trana reported on the car show/chili cookoff put on by the Park Board.  It was a success and there is interest in doing it again next year.  

Johns asked when the interviews were scheduled for.  Fugere stated they have not been set yet and she’d received many applications.  Attorney Schultz indicated he’d like to sit in on the interviews. 

Thiesen asked Dickinson for an acknowledgement that the situation was handled wrong.  Dickinson stated, if he fixes the road.  Thiesen stated, that’s not what I asked.   Dickinson stated, Mike, if you want to talk about something after the meeting, we can, you don’t want me to publicly embarrass AJ but you can do  it to me right now, is that what you’re getting at?  Thiesen stated, no I want you to be a man, step up and say I did that wrong.  Dickinson:  I am, I’m the one; you’re on public works and you haven’t called him out to do anything in this town, how long you been on it?  Since June!
Thiesen asked Mayor Tollefson for point of personal privilege.  Thiesen asked Mayor Tollefson if he found this amusing.  Tollefson stated, I do.  Thiesen to Dickinson:  I just want you to admit that was handled inappropriately for the sake of our employees, please.   Dickinson:  do you want me to apologize?  Thiesen:  I’m asking…. Dickinson:  ain’t gonna happen.   Tollefson:  would you admit that you probably should not have brought that up in public?    Dickinson:  how else was I supposed to bring it up?  Fennewald:  I know you brought it up to me, but I wasn’t going to bring it up in public.    Dickinson:  If you guys don’t do anything then who’s supposed to do it?  You guys are public works commissioners Mike, this has been discussed, multiple things that don’t get done in this town.    Fennewald:  sometimes it might not get done on your timeframe; like how you want it done, I know, I agree…(inaudible).  I fully agree with you.  Thiesen:  nobody disagrees with you on that point, we are asking that you respect our employees and not do stuff like that to them.  Acknowledge that, that’s all I’m asking.    Trana stated, everybody does work hard, we see it everyday, AJ, John.  Dickinson:   Oh, I absolutely think he does a good job at a lot of things but there’s a lot of things not taken care of.  Gantzer:  you asked for him to be fired in front of God and everybody in this room, its inappropriate.  Dickinson:  yes, if you guys aren’t gonna call him out as commissioners, to make him do what he’s supposed to do, who’s supposed to?  Do we just sit on this and nothing happens?   Gantzer:  not you.  Dickinson:  oh, not me.  Dickinson:  my point, you are the administrator, I didn’t want it switched to an administrator, because it should have been a public works director taking care of his own job and being responsible and you guys changed it.  How many times Diane have you went and drove around town and looked.  You’re not gonna know that stuff unless somebody tells you right?  Fugere stated these guys tell me everything, they are really good about it.  Dickinson stated, well a lot of things aren’t done in town.  Fugere stated, you can always find something, you can do 10 things here and there might be 10 more over here.  Dickinson stated, I think all of you work hard, but I’ll tell you there’s a lot of things they are supposed to do, and they don’t do.
Dickinson moved to adjourn.

*These minutes subject to review and revision by City Council. *
