City of Surrey
Regular Council Meeting
September 8, 2020

Present:  Chuck Tollefson, Mike Thiesen, Twila Gantzer, Steve Fennewald, Elaine Christianson, Brent Dickinson.  
Absent:  Jenny Johns
Also Present:  Diane Fugere, Anita Trana, AJ Waller, Anna Olson, Kevin Howe, Attorney Andrew Schultz

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Gantzer moved to approve the minutes of the August meeting, Christianson seconded; Gantzer – yes; Christianson – yes; Thiesen – yes; Fennewald – yes; Thiesen – yes, motion carried.

Christianson moved to approve the payroll and bills, Fennewald seconded; Christianson – yes; Fennewald – yes; Dickinson – yes; Gantzer – yes; Thiesen – yes, motion carried.
   
Christianson moved to approve the financial reports, Thiesen seconded; Christianson – yes; Thiesen – yes; Gantzer – yes; Dickinson – yes; Fennewald -yes; motion carried.

Mayor Tollefson read Century Code statute allowing an Executive Session.  Mayor Tollefson stated the next item on the agenda is Attorney Consultation regarding the investigation of the Surrey Truther. This item must be discussed in executive session. The authority of closing this portion of the meeting is North Dakota Century Code section(s) 44-04-19.1 Subsections 5 & 9. The topic of the executive session is Attorney Consultation regarding the investigation of the Surrey Truther. Mayor Tollefson asked for a motion to go into executive session.  Thiesen moved to go into Executive Session, Gantzer seconded; Thiesen – yes; Gantzer – yes; Dickinson – yes; Christianson – yes; Fennewald – yes, motion carried.  Executive Session began at 7:23 p.m.  At 7:26 p.m. Gantzer moved to adjourn Executive Session, Christianson seconded; Gantzer – yes; Christianson – yes; Thiesen – yes; Dickinson – yes; Fennewald – yes, motion carried.

Sam Lopez appeared before council to discuss purchasing the land in his backyard to the tree line and reported 4 of his neighbors would like to do the same.   Discussion followed on possible conditions; i.e. no fences on the East side; no cutting down trees; maintenance; covenants.  Lopez said the property owners would pay for all surveying and replatting and they are offering the city $15,000 for the five properties.  The matter was tables for Fugere to get more information for the next council meeting.

Melissa Suko appeared before council for approval of her Conditional Use Permit to allow her to use her RV camper as an extension of her home-based business.   They are open Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays from 10:30 am to 6 pm, providing health consultations along with professional line supplements for overall health and immune systems.  Due to the Covid-19 pandemic she feels it is in her best interest to use the camper for her business needs, minimizing exposure of clients to her home.  Much discussion followed.  The Planning & Zoning Commission recommended approval of the permit with the following conditions:  1.  The permit be valid only during the time Covid 19 exists.  2.  The permit be reviewed on a 6-month basis.  3.  The entrance to the camper require rails be added to the steps for entrance safety purposes.  4. The camper be parked behind the setbacks.  5.  The camper does not violate Ordinance 16.901 Article 9.  Fennewald moved to deny the request, Mayor Tollefson called for a second twice, motion died for lack of a second.  Dickinson moved to approve the permit for a 3 month term with and with all the conditions suggested by Planning and Zoning being met, to be revisited at the regular council meeting January 2021; Gantzer seconded; Dickinson – yes; Gantzer – yes; Christianson – yes; Fennewald – no; motion carried.  

Attorney Schultz discussed the ethics ordinance he is proposing.  He would like to see a committee formed to review the ordinance and amend as needed.  Dickinson move to not approve the ordinance; Fennewald seconded; Dickinson – yes; Fennewald – yes; Christianson – yes; Thiesen – no; Gantzer – no; motion passed.

Council discussed reviewing and updating the city ordinances as needed.  Christianson moved to set up a committee made up of one council member and 2 city residents, Thiesen seconded; Christianson – yes; Thiesen -yes; Gantzer – yes; Fennewald – yes; Dickinson – yes, motion passed.  Fennewald moved to appoint Christianson chair of the committee, Dickinson seconded, discussion.  Fennewald withdrew his motion.  Mayor Tollefson appointed Elaine Christianson chair of the committee and the following members: Terra Knipp and Diane Fugere.  The committee will choose one more member.

Council discussed the purchase of a dump truck from Kelsey Fred.  Fennewald moved to approve purchase; Gantzer seconded; Fennewald – yes; Gantzer – yes; Thiesen – yes; Christianson – yes; Dickinson – yes, motion carried.

Due to an error in motion at the August 3, 2020 meeting regarding Chief Howe’s wages, Dickinson moved to approve the chief wages at $18,250 per year or $23.75 per hour, Fennewald seconded; Dickinson – yes; Fennewald – yes; Christianson – yes; Thiesen – yes; Gantzer – yes, motion carried.

Christianson reported that she met with Fugere and Jason Vaagen regarding the questions on the TIF District and she will be meeting further with Fugere over the winter months to finish the investigation.

Fennewald discussed the subpoenas served on Fugere and Waller and past staff and council members.  He would like the city to cover the legal fees regarding this matter.  Gantzer asked if Dickinson was qualified to deliver subpoenas.  Waller asked about losing work time/comp time/vacation time if required to take time off for a deposition.  Discussion followed.  Fennewald moved to create a fund for legal fees for the subpoenas issued to Diane Fugere, AJ Waller, Jason Vaagen, Karla Walsh, Luis Coca and Heather Brandt, Gantzer seconded; Fennewald – yes; Gantzer – yes; Thiesen – yes; Christianson – yes; Dickinson – no, motion carried.

Gantzer moved to pay Waller and Fugere for time missed from work for depositions, Dickinson seconded; Gantzer – yes; Dickinson – yes; Thiesen – yes; Fennewald – yes; Christianson – yes, motion carried.

Discussion followed on the CARES Act monies received.  Fugere requested $6,500 to purchase the SAMSID program from Black Mountain Software to keep track of the special assessments owed.   Gantzer moved to approve the purchase, Thiesen seconded; Gantzer – yes; Thiesen – yes; Fennewald – yes; Dickinson – yes; Christianson – yes; motion carried.  Discussion about live streaming and sound to record city meetings.  Thiesen moved to approve up to $10,328 for the purchase of live streaming and sound for the city hall meeting room, Gantzer seconded; Thiesen – yes; Gantzer – yes; Fennewald – yes; Christianson – yes; Dickinson – yes; motion carried.

Council reviewed correspondence from Silver Springs Development requesting the 2017 specials, interest and penalties be forgiven on the vacant lots in Silver Springs, along with a report from the Ward County Auditor showing the amounts due.  No action was taken.

Memorandums of Understanding between the Cornerstone Presbyterian Church and the Surrey Public School and Ward County Emergency Management were presented for signature.  Christianson moved to authorize Mayor Tollefson to sign, Fennewald seconded; Christianson – yes; Fennewald – yes; Thiesen – yes; Gantzer – yes; Dickinson – yes; motion carried.

Waller asked about hydrant replacement.  Two new hydrants were budgeted for in 2020 but not the cost to install them and he wants direction on this.  Thiesen moved to add $5,000 to the budget for the installation with Waller informing Public Works Commissioners on progress, Dickinson seconded;  Thiesen – yes; Dickinson -yes; Gantzer – yes; Christianson -yes; Fennewald  - yes; motion carried.  

Waller asked about blading all the gravel roads in town.  Discussion followed regarding cost.  Fennewald moved to blade all roads in the city, Gantzer seconded; Fennewald – yes; Gantzer – yes; Thiesen – yes; Dickinson – yes; Christianson – yes; motion carried.

Waller asked about taking the old, unusable plow to 4 Acres Welding and have the JRB hookup taken off and put on existing orange dump truck plow.  Cost approximately $2,000.  Thiesen moved to authorize up to $2,500 for this work, Dickinson seconded; Thiesen – yes; Dickinson – yes; Christianson – yes; Fennewald – yes; Gantzer – yes; motion carried.

Trana discussed the Chili Cook Off the Park Board is sponsoring September 26th.  Big Dog Saloon is requesting a special liquor license, raffle permit and permission to close 1st St SW north of the city hall building.  Fennewald moved to approve the special liquor license, raffle permit, with the fee waived, and closure of the street, Thiesen seconded; Fennewald – yes; Thiesen – yes; Dickinson  - yes; Christianson – yes; Gantzer – yes, motion carried.

Fugere informed council that the Park Board was not interested in the 99-year lease.

Trana asked about leaving the electric on at the RV dump all year due to a residence on the line now and how to address the bill for year-round service.  Fennewald moved to approve the city paying the utilities at the RV dump from October 1 – April 30 of each year, Dickinson seconded; Fennewald – yes; Dickinson -yes; Christianson  - yes; Gantzer – yes; Thiesen  -yes, motion carried.

Thiesen asked council if Johns absence was excused.  Discussion on how many absences are allowed.  Fennewald moved to excuse the absence, Dickinson seconded; Fennewald – yes; Dickinson – yes; Christianson – yes; Thiesen – no; Gantzer – no, motion carried.

Discussion on weeds at the Johnson house next to Karma.  Mayor Tollefson and Fugere will inspect.

Christianson moved to adjourn.

*These minutes subject to review and revision by City Council. *
