Special Meeting
March 16, 2020

[bookmark: _GoBack]Present:  Council President Travis Dalby, Lindsay Coca, Mike Thiesen, Twila Gantzer and Tammy Hein-Sack.  Also present:  Diane Fugere & Connor Kircher.  Absent:  Chuck Tollefson & Jenny Johns

The purpose of the meeting is to interview for the city attorney position.  

Council President, Travis Dalby, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Dalby informed council there were 5 attorney resume’s included in the packet he provided.  Council reviewed the resumes.  

Officer Kircher read an email from Chief Coca.  Some of his concerns with who is chosen to be hired as city attorney:
· Capable of prosecuting criminal cases, including those transferred to District Court.
· Attorney needs to be comfortable with the possibility of prosecuting a case in front of a jury.
· Need an experienced criminal attorney to grasp the nuances of the home rule charter and municipal legal practices.

The first interview was via phone with Charles Demakis.  He indicated the most common work he did for Kenmare was special assessments and ordinances.  He stated he didn’t do much with the court system and stated “nothing crazy ever came up with Kenmare.” Demakis indicated he would charge hourly for services.   He was asked if he was interested in any of Surrey’s criminal work, to which he stated ‘not for criminal work transferred out.”

The second interview was with Andrew Schultz, in person.  He stated that when speaking with Fugere and Dalby he was asked if he understood Home Rule Charter and stated that he’d had no experience with it, but since then he’d researched it and discovered it is basically the same as corporate by-laws and he has extensive experience with that.  He is familiar with ordinances, he’s a criminal law lawyer and can defend anything.  His fee would be $1000 per month, giving 5.5 hours and $175 per hour after that.  Thiesen asked Schultz if he would charge the city for this interview to which he stated “no.”

Discussion on the fact that Chief Coca is a member of the board of MARCO and Schultz is the Executive Director.  It was noted that Mr. Schultz has never met Lindsay Coca.  It was also noted that neither attorney has family in the area, no ties whatsoever.  Dalby stated Schultz indicated to him he would resign as Executive Director of MARCO if he gets the job.

Dalby reported speaking with Faron Terry and that his fee would be $40,000 per year.

Mayor Tollefson asked that Patrick Waters be considered at this meeting.  Discussion followed.  

Dalby also spoke with Christene Reierson, asking questions regarding her experience, and was told several time, “check my resume”.  She was unable to appear at the meeting.

Discussion followed on all attorneys considered at this meeting.  Council concession as follows:
Waters – no; Terry – no.

Hein-Sack indicated she was torn between Mr. Schultz and Ms. Reierson.  Diane was asked to contact her to see if she was interested in giving a fee breakdown and meeting with council.

Discussion on Schultz.  Dalby stated he feels he is always trying to learn new things.   Hein-Sack discussed contacting Fugere when attorney information is needed rather than several council members calling.  Dalby stated he believes any council member should be able to contact the city attorney.

Hein-Sack moved to go forward with Schultz at the fee schedule indicated, not to exceed $26,250 total for the 2020 calendar year, Thiesen seconded, discussion followed.  Dalby called Schultz at this time to present the pay offer, Schultz accepted it.  Hein-Sack – yes; Thiesen – yes; Coca – yes; Gantzer – yes, motion carried.

Coca moved to adjourn.

THESE MINUTES SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY COUNCIL
