City of Surrey
Regular Council Meeting
March 2, 2020

Present:  Chuck Tollefson, Lindsay Coca, Mike Thiesen, Jenny Johns, Travis Dalby.
Present at a later time: *Twila Gantzer & Tammy Hein-Sack
Absent:  none
Also Present:  Diane Fugere, Anita Trana, AJ Waller, Luis Coca, Connor Kircher

Tollefson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Mayor Tollefson informed council Pringle & Herigstad is no longer the city attorney and that he hired Patrick Waters to be appointed city attorney.  Mr. Waters was in attendance.  Discussion followed.  Waters gave an account of his career as an attorney.  Mayor Tollefson reported court would be changed to the first Monday of every month to coincide with the regular meeting.  Fees discussed were $40,000 per year and .57c per mile.  Johns moved to approve hiring Waters, Mayor Tollefson asked for a second, hearing none, he again asked for a second.  Motion died for lack of a second.   Waters left the meeting.
 
Thiesen noted an error in the February 3, 2020 minutes:  Under Reorganization of Council:   Thiesen withdrew the motion, rather than “Hjelden withdrew the motion”.  Dalby moved to approve the minutes of the February meetings with the change Thiesen seconded.  Dalby – yes; Thiesen – yes, Johns – yes, Coca – yes, motion carried.

Dalby moved to approve the payroll and bills, Coca seconded.  Dalby – yes; Coca – yes; Thiesen – yes; Johns – yes, motion carried.

Coca moved to approve the financial reports, Thiesen seconded; Coca – yes; Thiesen – yes; Dalby – yes; Johns – yes, motion carried.

Mayor Tollefson discussed information he learned from a meeting with Ward County regarding extending their ½ cent sales tax.

Discussion followed on reinstating Brent Dickinson to council and the legalities of the removal.

*At 7:30 pm Twila Gantzer joined council members at the council table.

Thiesen moved to approve on 2nd reading: CHAPTER 10 TRAFFIC AND MOTOR REGULATIONS 10.2208   AMOUNT OF STATUTORY FEES:    3.  In accordance with amended NDCC Section 40-05-06(2), for every violation of city ordinance that regulates the operation or equipment of a motor vehicle or which regulates traffic, except those ordinances listed in section 39-06.1-05, the fine shall be two hundred percent of the limit for an equivalent category of violation set forth in NDCC 39-06.1-06.  For a violation of Section 10.0502 a fee established as follows: 
	Lawful Speed Limit:
	Fee:
	Miles Per Hour Over

	1-5
	$10.00
	

	6-10
	$10.00
	plus $2/each mph over 5 mph over limit

	11-15
	$20.00
	plus $2/each mph over 10 mph over limit

	16-20
	$30.00
	plus $4/each mph over 15 mph over limit

	21-25
	$50.00
	plus $6/each mph over 20 mph over limit

	26-35
	$80.00
	plus $6/each mph over 25 mph over limit

	36-45
	$140.00
	plus $6/each mph over 35 mph over limit

	46 +
	$200.00
	plus $10/each mph over 45 mph over limit


Dalby seconded, Thiesen – yes; Dalby – yes;  Johns –yes; Coca – abstain; Gantzer – yes; motion carried.
Discussion followed on changing the ordinance regarding Special Meetings, Mayor Tollefson would like to make the following change:
Chapter 3-3.0105 Special Meetings.  The Mayor may call special meetings of the council whenever in his opinion the public business may require it, or at the request of any two council members.  Notice of special meetings shall be given personally to each council member at least 24 48 hours prior to the time set therefore; provided, if all or any of the members of said City Council shall waive notice, not notice of such special meeting shall be required as to said member so waiving notice.  Appearance at such special meeting shall constitute a waiver of notice.  Dalby moved to approve on 1st reading, Coca seconded; Dalby – yes; Coca – no; Johns – yes; Gantzer – no; Thiesen –no, motion failed.

Thiesen asked about filling the vacant Ward 2 council member position.  Mayor Tollefson stated he’d been contacted by Chuck Schmidt and Chuck Badke showing interest in the position.  Tammy Hein-Sack then voiced her interest in the position as well.   Mayor Tollefson asked each person to speak to council of their qualifications.  Hein-Sack and Schmidt spoke on their qualifications, Badke stated he thought it should go to Hein-Sack as a representative/resident of Silver Springs Addition.  Johns moved to approve appointing Hein-Sack, Gantzer seconded; Johns – yes; Gantzer – yes; Theisen – yes; Coca – yes; Dalby – yes, motion carried.  *At this time Hein-Sack took her Oath of Office and joined council members at the table.

Engineer’s Report
Tom reported on assisting Fugere with zoning and annexation issues.  He was asked about the status of walk path grant and indicated he would check into it.

Public Works
Waller reported they have serviced vehicles and asked about purchasing a used side-by-side to be used mainly for vector control, requesting $9,000 - $10,000.  Johns asked him to bring estimates to the next meeting.

Waller asked about having a Public Works Commissioner appointed; Hein-Sack indicated she is interested in the portfolio.  Dalby moved to approve Hein-Sack, Coca seconded; Dalby – yes; Coca – yes; Johns – yes; Thiesen – yes; Gantzer – yes, motion carried.

Police Report
Chief Coca reported our new officer, Anna Olson, is going a good job, however, her portion of health insurance coverage sets her back approximately $300 per month as Ward County paid the full share of her premium.  He requested increasing her pay from $22.50 to $23.50 and stated she is worth the increase.  Thiesen moved to approve the pay increase, Dalby seconded; Thiesen – yes; Dalby – yes; Johns – yes; Gantzer – yes; Coca – abstain: Hein-Sack – yes, motion carried.

Chief Coca reported he and Stephanie have attended the Odyssey training in Bismarck and noted that Jordan and DeNica were very impressed with Stephanie and her ability to learn quickly.

Chief Coca reported he’s working on updating the computers to Windows 10, cleaning and reorganizing their office.  They have a couple radios to sell as they are not compatible with the current system.  Council permission was given to sell the radios.

Chief Coca informed council there is court scheduled for March 9th and asked how to handle that without a city attorney.  Mayor Tollefson indicated he would talk to Deb to see if she will come back.  There was some discussion of Carrie Francis also.

Chief Coca informed council his officers were interested in the NDPERS Law Enforcement program discussed at last month’s meeting.  Johns moved to approve the following resolution:
Resolution 2020-1.  A motion was made by Johns for the City of Surrey to affirm to North Dakota Public Employees Retirement System that the City of Surrey is formed pursuant to DNCC and is neither a non-profit corporation nor a for-profit corporation, to join the NDPERS Public Safety Defined Benefit Retirement Plan and offer the plan to all eligible employees of the City of Surrey.  The motion was seconded by Theisen.  The Board approved joining the NDPERS Public Safety Defined Benefit Retirement Plan effective March 2, 2020.  Seconded by Thiesen, Johns – yes; Thiesen – yes; Gantzer – yes; Coca – abstain; Dalby – yes; Hein-Sack – yes, motion carried.

Blaine Klein again asked about signage for trucks on 2nd Street NE.

City Auditor Report
Trana reported the dental and vision city share insurance percentages are incorrect.  These percentages are mandated by the insurance carrier and must be paid at these percentages or lose the coverage.  Fugere suggested removing the premium amounts from the personnel policy as those numbers usually change annually.  Hein-Sack moved to amend the personnel policy; adding “The City will pay 75% of a dental premium and 50% of a vision premium.”  And remove the rates for insurance plans altogether, Thiesen seconded; Hein-Sack – yes; Thiesen – yes; Johns – yes; Dalby – yes; Gantzer – yes; Coca- yes, motion carried.

Trana reported receiving her auditor certification from NDLC as required by North Dakota Century Code.

Due to Tammy Hein-Sack’s appointment to city council, Trana asked about appointing Chad Atterton to Planning and Zoning to fill that vacancy.  Johns moved to approve, Dalby seconded, Johns -yes; Dalby – yes; Hein-Sack – yes; Coca – yes; Thiesen – yes; Gantzer – yes, motion carried.

NDPERS has been set up pre-taxed in the past, this is incorrect and has been corrected.  T-Ball work is in process.

A committee to discuss possible uses for the Prairie Dog Fund monies was appointed:

Terra Knipp
Steve Fennewald
City Engineer
Chuck Schmidt
Twila Gantzer


ND Fire & Tornado asked the city to choose a local agent to administer their policy since they merged with NDIRF.  Johns moved to choose 1st Western Insurance of Minot, Gantzer seconded; Johns – yes; Gantzer – yes; Thiesen – yes; Dalby – yes; Coca – yes; Hein-Sack – yes, motion carried.

Dalby discussed the problem of 4 council positions on the ballot for June 2020 and stated we have to address this before the next election and need to get back on track so there are 3 council positions open each election year.   Trana stated she’s talked with NDLC and they indicated we may not be able to get it changed.  

Lindsay Coca asked about employees not being able to talk to council members.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Karla Walsh addressed council on her records request.  Mayor Tollefson told those in attendance to give Karla a copy of anything in their file that they want to.  Discussion about Jenny Johns not being reprimanded by Mayor Tollefson with a letter in her personnel file as Mike Thiesen and Cindy Fennewald were.  Mayor Tollefson stated he will put a letter in Johns file.  At this time Johns left the meeting.  Discussion followed on open records law.

Dalby moved to adjourn.

*These minutes have not yet been approved by the City Council. *
