
Surrey City Council
Regular Meeting
October 1, 2018
7:00 pm
Present: Mayor Strand. Council Members: Rod Hjelden, Brent Dickinson, Mike Thiesen, Karla Walsh, Lindsay Coca, and Travis Dalby.

Also present: City Administrator Vaagen, Chief Coca, and PW Director Hegney. Kim Shaw from Planning and Zoning was in attendance as well.

Mayor Strand called the meeting to order at 7:00pm

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Consent Agenda
Mayor Strand called for an approval of the minutes from the September 4th regular meeting, and the September 20 Budget Hearing minutes. Walsh made a motion for approval. Coca seconded.  Roll Call: All-Aye.

Mayor Strand called for an approval of the financial reports and other reports. Hjelden made a motion to approve the financial and other reports including bills to be paid for $115,794.50 and payroll for $48,219.68.  Thiesen seconded.  Roll Call:  All-Aye.

Monthly Business
Kim Shaw addressed Council regarding a recommendation from Planning and Zoning. Discussion ensued regarding the recommendation being to allow the rear setback to be reduced to 5’ if there is not an alley or utility easement present. This would be for the R-1, R-2, and R-3 zoning. Dalby made a motion to pass the first reading of the revision.  Thiesen seconded.  Roll Call:  All-Aye.

Discussion ensued regarding the Silver Springs area that they would like to have for the resident parking. Jim Morken addressed Council regarding an area that they thought was available for parking. Questions came up regarding whether the area would be cleaned up and lit. Another question came up regarding maintenance to access the area. Walsh suggested having the area set up for enclosed trailers, RV’s and boats and having it set up for one year, if Council decides to allow this. Discussion ensued on whether 10 spots would be enough. Charlie Larson from Silver Springs asked about a trailer that was left on the area where vehicles were notified they would be towed. Charlie also addressed weeds around the electrical boxes. Aden Clark addressed the Council regarding the parking in the Silver Springs area. He stated that he will still move his vehicles every 48 hours on the street. Chief Coca stated he has two concerns. The first is that the area is isolated and unlit which will cause increased break-ins. The second issue he has is that with the issues for maintenance that have occurred he is unsure what enforcement ability the City will have. Jim Morken stated he isn’t wanting this to be a permanent parking area for cold storage. Walsh also stated that the area would need to be lit and enclosed for security purposes. Council concurred this is not something that they would be willing to accept. 

City Administrator Vaagen disclosed some date options that Amanda from Ward County sent out. Discussion ensued. Council concurred to have this October 25th and 26th starting at 6.

City Administrator Vaagen presented the Municipal Court transfer agreement for review and approval. Hjelden made a motion to approve the agreement. Dalby seconded.  Roll Call: All Aye.

City Administrator Vaagen discussed his research regarding commercial property tax incentives to entice business to town. Discussion ensued. Council concurred to revisit this in a year. 

City Administrator Vaagen presented potential revisions to 9.0116 and 9.0117. Discussion ensued. Council concurred to kick this back to the City Attorney for rewording.

Mayor
Mayor Strand presented information regarding Council meeting time limits and action items that he learned about. He stated it was learned that setting a time limit would allow for a more organized meeting. Discussion ensued. Council concurred to set a limit at 9:00pm. Mayor Strand also relayed that at the end of the meeting having an action item list was discussed.

Mayor Strand discussed with Council the “Prairie Dog Bill” that was discussed at the NDLC Annual Meeting. Discussion ensued.

Mayor Strand discussed the potential for a mandatory requirement for NDLC training participation. Discussion ensued. Administrator Vaagen was requested to let Council know when March Madness and the Annual Conference. 

Mayor Strand discussed the formation of an employee grievance committee. Discussion ensued. Brent Dickinson and Travis Dalby volunteered to sit on the Committee as well as Steve Fennewald. City Administrator Vaagen will contact the committee to set up time for the meeting.

Public Works Department
PWD Hegney provided the Council with updates regarding PW projects. Hegney stated the ditching project is ongoing. Mayor Strand and Keith will meet to discuss an issue with the ditching project. Hegney stated on Friday Enbridge paid him a visit on site. The representative stated he would like to get some funds and potentially some grass seed for the project. Discussion ensued regarding how the drainage project is going. Discussion ensued regarding the status of the grant funding.

PWD Hegney provided Council regarding an issue with the Payloader Injectors. He stated they believe the issues are the injectors but could be a pump or even valve adjustments. Discussion ensued. Walsh made a motion to approve up to $5,000 for repairs to the loader. Dickinson seconded.  Roll Call:  All Aye. 

Police Department
City Administrator Vaagen disclosed that surveying for the Transportation Alternatives Grant will begin this week.

Chief Coca updated Council regarding the grant dollars for seat-belt and impaired driving grants. He stated that the department received $1,500 in grant dollars.

Chief Coca provided Council with updates regarding the squad car replacement. Discussion ensued. Coca stated that the decals for the vehicle will be a little different with the City of Surrey being bigger.

Rod Hjelden said on September 12th Chief Coca did a presentation at the Surrey Seniors region 2 meeting regarding prescription drug abuse. He publicly thanked Coca for the job well done.

City Administrator
City Administrator Vaagen presented the final budget for approval. Discussion ensued. Hjelden made a motion to approve the final budget. Thiesen seconded.  Roll Call: All-Aye

City Administrator Vaagen discussed setting a special meeting for a joint meeting of Planning and Zoning and Council. Discussion ensued. Council concurred to visit regarding setting something up for later in November. 

Other Business
Dustin Westerman from Ward County Sheriff’s Office addressed Council to see if there are any concerns that Council would like Ward County to address. Westerman gave a number for the community to reach the task force. 

Chief Coca addressed Westerman thanking the Sheriff’s department for their assistance.

Aden Clark addressed Council regarding parking in Silver Springs. He stated he would like to know what can be done for parking in Silver Springs. Discussion ensued. 

Coca made a motion to adjourn at 9:30 pm.  Thiesen seconded.
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